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Why did you choose Spain for study abroad? 

I choose to study abroad in Spain because I wanted to further my Spanish 
language skills and really push myself to become as fluent as possible.  
ISEP has a lot of different programs, study abroad and exchange, and I 
choose to do the exchange program because I was able to pay the same 
tuition I normally pay at UNCW, and I was able to take all of my classes 
with Spanish students, truly allowing a full immersion.  I chose the city of 
Murcia because it is a smaller college town, and close to the coast.  I am so 
happy I made the decision to study in Murcia because living in a college 
town allowed me to meet so many young people my age, and experience 
university life Spanish style! 
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I went abroad as a PLS major, and while I was in Spain I studied politics and also literature to receive classes 
towards my Spanish minor.  The two political science courses I took, Politics of Latin America and Political and 
Social History, were completely eye opening and truly broadened my knowledge of politics around the world.  
Being able to learn in a new environment from professors with completely different backgrounds than my own 
exposed me to new ideas, new concepts, and most importantly a new way of thinking.   

What was different about studying in Spain, compared to studying at UNCW? 

There are a lot of differences studying in Spain than studying at UNCW.  Classes are at different times, grading 
is different, and learning styles are different.  The biggest difference is that typically in Spain you do not have 
any exams until the end of the semester, and then you have one big final and that is your only grade.  This was 
great and difficult at the same time.  It gave me more time during the semester to focus on cultural 
experiences and learning Spanish, but it also made exam time much more stressful! Another difference 
between the University of Murcia and UNCW was the atmosphere.  At the University of Murcia each 
department had their own week, and during that week the department threw a huge party on campus for 
everyone to come to.  This was completely new to me, but it was a great experience and an awesome way to 
meet other University students that you may not have met otherwise. 



Were you able to travel to other European 
countries during your semester abroad? 

While I was in Spain I was also able to travel a lot, 
because you can find ways of travel in Europe that 
are much cheaper than in the U.S.  I traveled to 
Italy, France, Germany, and Ireland during my trip.  
I also was able to go on organized ERASMUS trips 
with all of the other international students.  One of 
our trips was a four night trip to Ibiza with all of the 
international students from all of the universities in 
Spain! 
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Do you have any advice for other UNCW PLS students? 

 I would encourage any UNCW student to research and find the study 
abroad program that is right for them, it is an experience no one should 
miss and is rewarding beyond words.  I met so many amazing people that 
I would not have met otherwise, got to travel all over Europe, and most 
importantly learned so much about myself and the world during my time 
abroad.   
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