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students at the Association for Promoting social Action Dream school, Bangalore, Karnataka, india.
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Taking the � nal steps into the airplane that would � y her nearly 10,000 miles away from home, 
UNCW junior Stephanie Allen recalled memories of sitting at home and telling her mom with 
no uncertainty, “I am going to Australia one day.”   

Allen, a 20-year-old business major, took advantage of one of more than 300 study abroad 
programs offered by the UNCW Of� ce of International Programs. Despite a nationwide 
economic downturn, Allen and more than 500 other students participated in long and short-
term study abroad programs coordinated through the university last year.

The 526 students who studied abroad and the 268 international students 

who studied at UNCW this school year helped to fulfill the university’s 

fourth strategic goal: “to create an educational environment that prepares 

our students to be global citizens.” The Office of International Programs is the 

key facilitator of this goal by sending students abroad, taking in international 

students, developing cultural events and supporting international initiatives of 

faculty and staff. 

“Studying abroad is the single most transformative experience a student can have,” said 
Denise DiPuccio, assistant provost of international programs. For UNCW students, these 
transformative experiences can include semester-long programs, working abroad, volunteering 
abroad and participating in the International MBA program (IMBA) for graduate students in 
the Cameron School of Business.

Nathan Hingten ’08 landed his dream job, thanks to his undergraduate experience studying 
abroad and the suggestion of a dedicated professor. In September, Hingten traveled to Spain to 
teach high school English as part of a program through the Spanish Ministry of Education. Not 
only is he teaching English and American culture, Hingten also will have the opportunity to 
learn about Spanish culture. 

“I feel I am prepared to work abroad. My experiences in Ecuador and Nicaragua were 
incredible and inspired me to continue my travels abroad. The Of� ce of International Programs 
and UNCW have done an excellent job preparing me for this job,” he said.

John Hall, a graduate student in the IMBA program, chose to attend UNCW speci� cally for 
the international study opportunities granted through the program. As a student in the IMBA 
program, Hall spent one semester at UNCW studying core business classes and another 
semester in London honing his international business skills.  

“Studying abroad has been the best experience of my life. I love the city of London and all of 
the culture and diversity it offers. My exposure to a different culture and a new way of living 
has been just as important as the classes I am taking in school,” said Hall. After graduation, 
Hall plans to use the international experience he gained in the program to work in the retail 
industry with a company abroad.

       ransforming lives...
        one international experience at a time

by Autumn Beam ’10
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Faculty are also a large part of creating an international community on campus. “Our mission 
involves the faculty. They are essential to creating global citizens,” said DiPuccio. 

Paige Tan, assistant professor of public and international affairs, took a group of � ve 
undergraduates and three graduate students to southern India in May to study development 
and globalization. Tan joined UNCW in 2003 with a mission to develop international initiatives 
within the department. In addition to the study abroad class to India, she also has developed 
the Model UN Club, Model UN class and seven internationally focused classes. 

In order to plan the class and make vital connections and relationships, Tan traveled to India in 
2008 with help from the Of� ce of International Programs and her department. 

“The India group was the � rst group that I’ve taken overseas, but I love planning trips, always 
have. During my � rst trip to southeast Asia, I had a 20-page itinerary typed out that I had 
developed from reading guidebooks,” said Tan. While in India, the group learned about the 
country through activities such as visits to a non-governmental organization for the urban 
poor, speaking with environmental activists at Greenpeace India, spending time at a working 
girls hostel and participating in a discussion about gender at a university.

Studying abroad allows students to “see a different culture; learn about other countries’ 
politics, economics, society, history, art and architecture; develop critical thinking skills; learn 
to operate outside their comfort zone and problem-solve; and challenge themselves with new 
and dif� cult experiences,” said Tan. 

Aside from gaining these lasting skills, Tan said she hopes the trip will be a fond memory of 
the students forever and that their experience abroad will embolden them to go to new places 
and do new things. 

Do you want to get involved with the international community 
at UNCW? The Offi ce of International Programs suggests:

$ Participating in the 17th Annual intercultural Week Feb. 15-20, 2010

$ Becoming a conversation partner for an esL student

$ Hosting an international student

$ Contributing to an education abroad scholarship 

Contact Denise DiPuccio at dipucciod@uncw.edu 
for more information

Young ladies from the Nirmal Jyothi Technical Training Institute, Bangalore, India Monkey at Nagarahole Park, Karnatak
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This past May, I packed up my bags, 

slung my camera over my shoulder 

and headed to southern India with 

Paige Tan and seven other students.

After studying all semester in a class on 

development and globalization in the 

country, I thought I would be prepared. 

Once we arrived, I realized that no amount 

of preparation would have readied me 

for the overwhelming assault on all fi ve 

of my senses. I had stepped into a world 

of poverty with children begging on the 

streets, a world without running water and 

electricity for 70 percent of its people, and 

a world lacking the means to support an 

exploding population. But at the same 

time, I was stepping into a world that I 

knew would change me forever. My trip 

to India wasn’t just about sightseeing, 

although I did plenty; it was about 

experiencing a new culture and learning 

just how big our world really is. 

Autumn Beam ’10
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Devaraj market, 
Mysore, India

Emily Ball, Autumn Beam and Holly Howell with a guide outside 
Nagarahole Park, Karnataka, India.
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