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Thinking in Music

A graduate of the University of Arizona, the New England
Conservatory of Music and Emory University, Daniel C.
Johnson has researched music cognition, critical thinking and
music listening. In his published dissertation, he investigated
the effect of critical thinking instruction on students’ written
responses to music listening examples. He has since presented
sessions at state, regional, national and international confer-
ences hosted by the Music Educators National Conference, the
International Society for Music Education, the College Music
Society, the American Orff-Schulwerk Association and the
National Collegiate Honors Council. His publications include
articles in The Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music
Education, Contributions to Music Education and The Interna-
tional Journal of the Humanities.

He is currently collaborating with area music educators
in two research partnership studies to replicate his research.
Johnson regularly presents in-service workshops to K-12
educators to share his findings and recommendations for
improving pedagogical practices. In undergraduate education,
he has used his research to develop innovative approaches to
music education in the form of new basic studies courses, Web
CT course sections, courses and seminars in the Honors
Scholars Program, and a new textbook, Musical Explorations:
Fundamentals Through Experience.

To support his work, Johnson has received nearly $40,000
in grant funds from the National Endowment for the Arts, the
American Orff-Schulwerk Association,a UNCW Innovative
Technology Grant, the UNCW Center for Teaching Excel-
lence, the UNCW Office of International Programs and the
Schechter Foundation. He has also applied for an additional
$10,000 in grant funds from the North Carolina Arts Council
to support professional development courses for area elemen-
tary educators. Johnson is currently collaborating with the
New Hanover County Schools to provide music education
through a Twenty-First Century Learning Grant.
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Johnson directs participants in the Level | Orff-Schulwerk teacher-
training course, including several UNCW alumni.
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