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Since an early age, conversations with my father helped me recognize the critical role of 

natural resources in the stability and development of communities and nations. My academic 

pursuits and field experience, both domestic and abroad, have deepened my passion with each 

new fact I learn about the international environmental crises and each new person I meet who 

faces their consequences. Moreover, UNCW has given me the tools and the confidence to make 

a difference in the realm of sustainability which has empowered me to accomplish things I never 

thought I could. Former Vice Chancellor Maimone was a leading supporter of my work with my 

biggest UNCW project- The Green Initiative Fund. He, along with the brilliant minds of the 

Sustainability Committee, inspired me and helped me realize my worth in the progression of the 

TGIF proposal. After eight years of administrative rejections of similar proposals, UNCW and 

the UNC system passed the new proposal I authored unanimously. Beginning in Fall 2015, TGIF 

will generate approximately $120,000.00 each fiscal year to fund sustainability initiatives.  

Funds will support student mini-grant research and projects and sponsor sustainable capital 

improvements while mitigating some of the student population’s carbon footprint and reducing 

university operational costs. Beyond the UNCW faculty and administration, my fellow students 

have been a great inspiration to my efforts in sustainability. As president of the Environmental 

Concerns Organization, I have been blessed with the opportunity to work with ambitious 

colleagues on a variety of sustainability pursuits ranging from letters to BOEM to promote 

offshore wind to helping Half United make their community garden more productive and 

sustainable. With these efforts, I was recognized as the face of sustainability at UNCW. 

 In addition to my efforts at UNCW, this past summer, I served as the sole intern in an 

isolated area of India as a water quality specialist to try to better the local conditions. I worked 

diligently to author and execute pollution and contamination response initiatives for custom-fit, 

long -term watershed management plans and did my best to incorporate community investment 

from indigenous people. The summer prior, I worked as an assistant park ranger for Carolina 

Beach State Park (CBSP), leading education programs on vulnerable species and authoring my 

own education programs which are still used to address regional issues and inform the public. 

Yet, much of the work for these internships would have been impossible without the 

relationships built between myself and the Indian villagers and my fellow staff at CBSP. 

Sustainable approaches to these issues only came into fruition with the investment of people to 

inform themselves and invest in their local environment. 

Furthermore, I practice the sustainability that I have preached in the promotion of TGIF, 

in the education programs I’ve written, and to the ECO club. I reduce, I reuse and I recycle 

everyday. Although I believe the things that I do day to day carry importance, sustainability is 

much more than that. The definition of sustainability is two-fold; sustainability is both the 

conscious, daily decision to lead a holistic lifestyle and perhaps more importantly, sustainability 

is the complementary benefit of relationships built amongst people and between people and their 

environment. It is due time that we as a people recognize that we are best served when we serve 

others and much of that entails protecting our environment for the enjoyment of fellow men and 

future generations.   


