
• Diversion of organic materials from Wagoner 
Dining Halls and Dubs Café through different 
methods of composting. This initiative is not only 
leading the university to the goal of engaging in 
“zero waste” practices; it also reduces our carbon 
footprint by about 60 metric tons per year, 
moving us closer to the UNC-GA mandate of all 
UNC universities achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. 

• Updated the Sustainability Action Plan, encompassing many 
divisions of campus to navigate future projects with advancing yet 
attainable goals.

• Drafted a UNCW Sustainability Policy that reflects the policy 
created by the UNC-GA, while adhering to the specific values of our 
institution.

• The Sustainability Committee has been expanded and reorganized to 
a Sustainability Council with eight committees that include students 
and community members. 

• 275 native flowering plants will be planted along the Cross City 
Trail on campus to represent the 275th anniversary of the City of 
Wilmington.

• More than 26 meals donated to the Food Bank of Central and 
Eastern NC from the UNCW Sustainability Garden.

• Attended the Appalachian State Energy Summit, where the UNC 
System Sustainability Council was able to meet and discuss 
statewide projects and policy. Additionally, eight students 
represented UNCW  and presented as guest speakers, displayed 
research in a poster competition, and networked ideas with students 
in the southeast. 

• Committed to complete the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & 
Rating System™ (STARS®) by July 2016. STARS® is a nationally 
recognized assessment tool developed by the Association for 
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) 
of which UNCW and the UNC system are members. The UNC 
system recognizes STARS® as the benchmarking tool that member 
institutions should use in regard to sustainability. 

• A sustainability minor will be offered beginning fall 2016, encouraging 
students from all disciplines to incorporate sustainability into their 
study and professors to teach sustainability within their subject.
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        UNCW Sustainability  

       accomplished  many of the goals      

  set forth by the UNC-GA, the UNCW   

  Sustainability Council as well as      

      the student population in the first  

             academic quarter. With  

                 collaboration efforts from  

              inside the university as  

        well as the surrounding  

           community, we celebrate  

            many achievements.



• Design development for the “Hub,” a new dining facility and meeting 
place directed toward freshmen, which integrates many sustainable 
features. We will strive for LEED gold certification.

• Retrocommissioning II approved for the Fisher Student Center and 
University Union, updating systems and improving greenhouse gas 
emissions.

• Sustainability tours of the main campus given to students from New 
Hanover High School and the U.S. Green Building Council.

• Contributed a pledge to the White House American Campuses 
Act on Climate Pledge to be taken to the Climate Summit in Paris, 
France.

• Expanded battery recycling to include all batteries, including lithium 
and alkaline.

• UNCW awarded Bicycle-Friendly University bronze level.

• Sustainability Council presented, co-sponsored or volunteered for 
the following events:

� U.S. Green Building Council: Where We Live Matters
� Collegiate Recycling Coalitions (spring meeting)
� Food Day – Wilmington
� Pic-Up-nic
� Mug Shots (bring your own coffee mug event)
� Southeast Recycling Development Council
� Back to the Rack
� Sustainable Superhawks

• Student projects with the Sustainability Council: 
� Cost-benefit analysis and environmental impact report of  

creating a composting program
� Create a water consumption baseline for main  

campus and CMS
� “Shut the Sash” – fume hood sash education and signage
� Cost-benefit analysis of a UNCW BikeShare Program
� Cost-benefit analysis and environmental impact report of  

utilizing cisterns and rain barrels at specific locations on  
main campus and CMS

� Survey on campus electronics and their alternatives
� Study to find whether the idea of creating clean energy  

increases the desire to work out through “Renewable  
Recreation”
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While advancement of the 

university’s objectives in 

regards to sustainability 

is obvious, the momentum 

behind projects in 

motion is even greater. 

The UNCW Sustainability 

Committee, relevant student 

organizations, and the Office 

of Environmental Health 

and Safety are charged with 

excitement, passion and 

knowledge.


