


Q:  By the Director


A:  Eddie Callahan- Mayor, City of Vass  





�
Q: As mayor, what are your responsibilities?


A: Oversee the meetings for the town government, listen to a lot of complaints, a little bit of praises, but basically just to oversee the running of the town government and make sure things are going as they should go.





Q: Tell us the story of what happened here.


A:  In the beginning, which I guess was months ago…the beginning of the water problems started months ago with the onset of the drought that’s hit our area and so many other areas so hard this summer. The water problems for us and the rest of the area started several months ago, like I say, with the drought hitting us so hard and so severely, and the source of our water supply is Little River, which runs all the way through town. It’s fed by a lot of feeder streams and a lake and Whispering Pines, which is one of the neighboring communities that feeds into our river and into our water system through a gate system that releases water through the gates.  I guess over the course of the months that we’ve had of dry weather, the water level in the lake that feeds us got considerably lower than they were used to it being.  The Moore County Public Utility people that oversee the releasing of the water try to fine tune the release of it. Somehow we got caught short and it was just with the dry conditions it didn’t take very long for us to be at a critical point as far as our water supply. I got a call at work a couple of weeks ago when the big scare came through, and was told we were down to two and a half hours of water in our town supply. We have a water tower that holds our surplus of our ready to use water after it’s run through our treatment plant, I believe it’s about a 90 thousand gallon tank. It had gotten down to an extremely low level and, at that time, Moore County Public Utilities, which services us, got involved and found the source of the problem; water released from the lake was flowing downstream. The usual time for the water from the lake to our water intake to our processing plant is about 12 hours. But it was explained to me that due to the dry conditions, that as the water flowed down the stream it was just absorbed by the ground like a sponge and what typically takes 12 hours took over 50.  So, that was one more thing that contributed to us being in the situation that we were in. After the water finally did make it, we had highway patrol helicopters tracking the progress as it flowed downstream, to make sure there were no beaver dams or anyone else had blocked off some section of the stream or river, and it finally made it to us. We finally made it back to a comfortable level and we’re really guarding the water and doing the best we can all over town to conserve what we can. I hope we’ll be out of this soon, but from what we’ve been told by people at the National Weather Service, and weather forecasters that have been called in to supply expert knowledge, they say it could be possibly November before we get any amount of rain that would alleviate our problem or go somewhere towards alleviating it. All this, I think all this, took place on a Wednesday, the actual drying up of the water supply, and on a Thursday is when the process started to resolve our problem. On Friday, the emergency management people from the county had close to 6 thousand gallons of bottled water brought here and we’ve got it stored in an abandoned firehouse, and we’ve got that and none of it was distributed but it’s there if we need it and plenty more would be made available to us as needed. I don’t think the…I don’t think we’re in danger as far as drinking water or water to cook with, we’ve encouraged people to not water their lawns or their gardens or their shrubbery outside and definitely no washing the cars and be as prudent with it and conservative as possible with the water.





Q: You mentioned a lake. Is that Thagard?


A: Thagard Lake, right.





Q: How was the process of trucking water in done?


A: The decision of trucking that water in was made by the Director of Moore County Public Utilities, Dennis Brobst, I believe. He contacted fire departments and anyone else who had tanker trucks available. Water was brought in from neighboring communities, Sanford and Lee counties just north of us. I believe we got the bulk of it from them, 100, 120 gallons…120 thousand gallons, excuse me, and anywhere from 40 to 60 thousand gallons from Southern Pines and they’re in worse shape than we are with their water situation. It was trucked in all day on Thursday and pumped directly into our intake for the water treatment plant. And that’s the bulk of that and we’re real appreciative to those folks for helping us out.





Q: Were the people that helped volunteers?


A: I don’t know, I’m sure the deal was probably worked out very informally, that’s one of the advantages about being a small town, you can ask other towns for help and they’re more than willing to help out because they’re never sure when they might need something back from us. We’d be more than happy to be able to repay them soon as possible if they ever get in that situation.





Q: How did the residents of Vass respond?


A: The response of the residents has been really good about our request and the county’s request to conserve water. We’ve had no complaints really. We had one person who didn’t give their name to call in and ask who was responsible for the lack of water and all I could come up with was God. You know, a drought’s a drought! As far as people trying to sneak around at night and try to water flowers or wash their car, we haven’t had any problem with that. I know a lot of people have alternative means of doing that, when they’re getting ready to bathe they’ll catch the water in a bucket until it gets warm enough for a shower or a bath and use that later to water a flower or whatever they may have, or use that for something else inside the house, flushing’ a toilet, but we haven’t gotten to that point yet, where we’re in desperate need. We were close though, very close.





Q: Has there been an effect on businesses?


A: There’s been some impact on local businesses. We’ve asked the owner of a car wash in town to try to go to whatever pressure setting he might have on the valves on his car wash; maybe put it on the most efficient he has. We’ve recommended people using the laundromat in town; use their front load washers because they’re supposed to be more efficient as far as water usage. We’ve got a couple of restaurants in town, I think they’ve pretty much taken it on themselves to cooperate as far as using disposable cups and plates, dinnerware wherever possible. That’s pretty much it. We have one major business in town and their water use is minimal, so I don’t think it’s affected them much at all.





Q: What advice do you have for others?


A: Any advice I would have for another town our size, even a little larger maybe a little smaller, if there is such a town, would be to plan a little farther ahead than we have. We kind of got caught behind the eight ball a little bit. If you know the droughts there and there’s no suspense to it anymore, and you know your getting into a severe situation, I would recommend that town issue at least voluntary restrictions on water usage. You know, people would do it voluntarily. Sometimes it’s a little easier to get them to abide by that. They don’t want to feel like they’ve been forced into anything and I can understand that. But just plan ahead. If you have backup systems or know your going to possibly need backup, go ahead and make contact as soon as possible and just make sure you’ve got something to fall back on in case you do get into a situation like we experienced.





Q: Does the new East Moore Water District affect any of the water coming into Vass?


A: The East Moore Water District ….I guess it’s in the works right now in being completed. According to what I heard from Mr. Brobst at our town meeting last week, it’s way ahead of schedule. I think it was planned for January and from what I’ve gathered from him, it should be fully functional by late August, early September hopefully, and that will supply us with water and at that time our water treatment plant will be moth- balled. We’ll just go exclusively off that water system. I believe that’s being pumped, if I’m not mistaken, from the Cape Fear River out of Harnett County and that will definitely be a benefit to us and people in the eastern part of the county. There’s been a lot of wells gone dry with people living out in the rural areas down there and it’s been really tough for a lot of them.





Q: Anything we haven’t covered?


A: I don’t think so, just the fact that I’ve seen newscasts from Cary and other areas have been hard hit. Statesville, I’ve seen a lot in the news about them and the problems they’ve had. I get the feeling that even though we’re a small town and Cary is one of the fastest growing places in the state, if not the country, everybody is willing to pull together when they see the severity and how serious the problem is because…brilliant as some of the scientists are now about water…I’ve yet to see a replacement for it. I think just the knowing by the people, by the town, that there’s a problem more than…now more than ever seems like people are willing to pull together and do what they’ve got to do and correct the problem. Even if it’s giving up a lot of stuff that they would not normally give up. But that’s about it. �
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