
Unrolling University Studies in Your Department
Explorations Beyond the 
Classroom &
Thematic Transdisciplinary
Clusters



Explorations: requirement

Each student will be required to complete one 
approved experience (may be double counted in 
other components of University Studies or in the 
major).

The fulfillment of this requirement would be 
noted on the student transcript, as would any 
additional experiences.*



Explorations: categories
Discovery: These options are generally credit-bearing research or creative 
projects that involve close work with a faculty mentor; they frequently take 
the form of a Directed Individual Study (DIS) or Honors project.

Application: These options involve applying content knowledge and skills to 
real-world problems, often taking the form of work with a professional 
outside the classroom in a variety of traditional applied settings, including 
internships, fieldwork, practicum, and student-teaching.

Regional Engagement: These options include course-embedded service 
learning projects with community-based organizations (profit or non-profit) 
that may not currently result in academic credit but represent substantial 
opportunities for students to gain direct experience with issues they have 
encountered in coursework. 

Exploration Away: These options include all education exchange and abroad 
options approved by the National Student Exchange Program or the Office of 
International Programs.



Explorations: SLOs
EBC1. Students will be able to articulate their 
expectations, the purpose, and/or the goals of the 
experience in terms of their personal educational 
development.

EBC2.  Students will synthesize knowledge drawn from 
their coursework to address the issues/challenges/
questions involved in the experience.

EBC3. Students will be able to communicate the impact 
or significance on their personal educational 
development and on others in the profession or in the 
field at the conclusion of the experience. 



Explorations: submission form



Clusters: description & requirement

A trio of thematically-related courses (at least 
three from Foundations and/or Approaches and 
Perspectives) if they satisfactorily address the 
Cluster’s SLOs.

There can be an unlimited number of courses in 
any one Cluster, but students take only three to 
fulfill the requirement.



Clusters: propose (step 1)

One or more Faculty members recognize that 
several courses across departments have 
common themes (e.g., Evolution, Ethical 
Perspectives, Jazz Age, Climate Change, 
Cognitive Science). 

Faculty can begin by reviewing the lists of 
Foundations and Approaches & Perspectives 
courses that can be included in Clusters.

http://uncw.edu/universitystudies/clusters.html


Clusters: propose (step 1, cont.)
Initiating Faculty then contact Faculty members in the 
other departments and discuss whether a Thematic 
Transdisciplinary Cluster is appropriate and what the 
rationale behind the cluster would be.

In collaboration, the Faculty members create Student 
Learning Outcomes (SLOs) from guidelines provided 
by the USAC that would be shared by the courses in 
the Cluster. (Of course, each of the courses may also 
have SLOs that are not shared.)

http://uncw.edu/universitystudies/clusters.html


Clusters: propose (step 1, cont.)

Use this form along with a Theme Proposal cover form, all available here.

http://uncw.edu/universitystudies/clusters.html


Clusters: populate (step 2)
Once a Cluster Theme is created, Faculty will submit single course 
proposals, via their Chairs, using a Cluster-specific submission 
mechanism, the Thematic Transdisciplinary Cluster Inclusion form. 
This Cluster Inclusion submission form will mirror exactly—save the 
specific SLOs—the other submission forms used by the USAC. 

If other Faculty members identify a course that might be appropriate 
for inclusion in a Cluster, including courses in the Common 
Requirements Components of University Studies (ie Capstone, 
Information Literacy, Writing Intensive, Quantitative and Logical 
Reasoning) or in the major, they may also submit a Cluster Inclusion
form. 

While the USAC will review all submissions, the Faculty Senate will, 
of course, have final approval of the content of each cluster.

http://uncw.edu/universitystudies/clusters.html
http://uncw.edu/universitystudies/clusters.html
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Questions?

universitystudies@uncw.edu

cilanoc@uncw.edu

mailto:universitystudies@uncw.edu
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