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Writing Intensive Courses 



Defining & Delivering Writing Intensive Courses 

 

  Writing-intensive courses foster learning in specific 
disciplines through writing, using written work to 
cultivate a complex and in-depth understanding of 
course concepts.  

 

  Instructors of writing intensive courses should provide 
significant, constructive feedback on written work and 
incorporate a process-approach to writing that includes 
techniques such as invention/brainstorming, drafting, 
teacher conferences, peer review, and revision.  



University Studies Requirements 

 

 Students are required to take nine hours from this 
component (all may be counted multiply).  

 

 At least one course at the 300-400 level 

 

 At least one course in the major. 



WI in Your Discipline: Getting Started 

 

 Articulate what counts as writing in your discipline. 

 Identify the courses in which this type of writing can 
take place. 

 Consider consulting/adopting texts geared toward 
writing in specific disciplines:  

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/series/Sh
ort-Guides-Series/10539.page  
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WI in Your Discipline: Reference Book 

A Short Guide to Writing About Chemistry  
 
Part I:   General Advice About Writing And Reading Chemistry 
1.  Writing: A Threshold Skill    
2.  General Advice on Reading and Note-Taking          

 3.  Citing Sources and Listing References     
4.  Revising       
5.  Editing for Concision and ACS Style   

 
Part II:  Guidelines for Specific Tasks 
6.  Keeping Laboratory Notebooks  
7.  The Role of Lab Instruction 
8.  Writing Summaries and Critiques 
9.  Writing Essays and Review Papers   
10.  Writing Research Reports   
11.  Writing Research Proposals   
12.  Answering Timed Essay Questions    

 
 



WI in Your Discipline: Assignments & Activities  

 

 Construct assignments that facilitate learning through 
writing. Envision a major project that students can 
undertake incrementally, for example. Or, use short 
response essays as a springboard to a more elaborate 
writing/new media assignment.  

 

 Incorporate an ongoing feedback loop that emphasizes 
writing as a process. Elements of this loop include 
brainstorming sessions, peer review,  conferences, 
drafting, and revising. Some of these activities can take 
place on Blackboard. 

 



WI in Your Discipline: Assignment Resources 

 Consider building a departmental assignment database with 
templates that instructors can adapt to their specific 
needs/goals.  

 

 Consult WAC/WID websites for examples of assignments that 
can be tailored to specific disciplines and courses: 

 

http://wac.colostate.edu/teaching/index.cfm?category=5   

 

http://mendota.english.wisc.edu/~WAC/disciplineIndex.jsp 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/671/01/ 
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WI in Your Discipline: Grading Rubrics  

 
 Departmental databases can also contain rubric 

templates. 
 

 Consult rubric models from AACU: 
 
http://www.uncw.edu/cas/documents/WrittenCommunic

ation.pdf 
 
http://www.uncw.edu/cas/documents/InquiryAnalysis.pd

f 
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WI Common Student Learning Outcomes 

 
The student will: 
 
 WI 1. Locate appropriate sources of information to support written arguments.  

 
 WI 2. Evaluate and use evidence to generalize, explain, and interpret content.   

 
 WI 3. Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical use and citation of the ideas of 

others used as supporting material in written work.  
 

 WI 4. Demonstrate the ability to write critically, using the conventions of the 
discipline covered in the course.  
 

 WI 5. Analyze and evaluate the claims, arguments, and theories presented in course 
materials using appropriate methods (such as logical analysis and the identification 
of fallacies).  



Opportunities to Learn & MOA: Ideas 

OTLs: 

 

 lectures and discussions 
about writing process and 
assignments 

 

 rubric-guided peer review 

 

 Blackboard activities 

MOA: 

 research papers 

 

 lit reviews 

 

 grant proposals 

 

 abstracts 

 

 reflective essays 

 

 new media projects 

 



US Submission Forms: Rationale BIO 345L 

 
    Proficient scientific writing is an essential tool for success in the 

field of biology. In BIO 345L we help students learn how to 
successfully communicate concepts and results of experiments by 
drafting one section of a scientific paper each week leading up to the 
human osmoregulation lab.  Each section assignment 
(Abstract/Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, 
Discussion) will be worth 5% of the final grade. Instructor feedback 
on ways to improve writing will be provided to students for each.  
This will allow students to practice concise scientific writing 
throughout the term and to prepare for their major writing 
assignment associated with the osmoregulation lab (35% of the final 
grade). Biology majors are now required to obtain Pechenik, J.A. 
(2007) A Short Guide to Writing About Biology, 6th edition, which 
is used to guide students in the skills necessary in scientific writing, 
including formatting and citation conventions.   



US Submission Forms: WI1 SLO BIO 345L 

 WI 1. Locate appropriate sources of 
information to support written arguments.  

 

Demonstrate ability to conduct experimental and 
literature research to develop a formal scientific 
paper using correct format and style for scientific 
writing.  

 

Identify and locate appropriate primary literature 
sources to provide context for introduction and 
discussion of your scientific paper.  

 

 



US Submission Forms: WI1 OTL BIO 345L 

Students are required to conduct a review of scientific 
primary literature to locate articles relevant to the 
BIOL 345 human osmoregulation experiment. A 
minimum of three articles from the primary 
literature must be used to provide context for the lab 
experiment. The difference between primary, 
secondary and tertiary sources will be discussed, and 
students will use UNCW library electronic and paper 
journal collections to obtain their primary literature 
sources. Appropriate sections of Pechenik, J.A. 
(2007) A Short Guide to Writing About Biology, 6th 
edition, will be required reading. 



US Submission Forms: WI1 MOA BIO 345L 

 

Articles from the primary literature must be properly 
cited within the text of the formal paper describing 
the human osmoregulation experiment. References 
must be listed in proper format in the Literature 
Cited section of the paper. The effectiveness of the 
literature search will be assessed based on relevance 
of the cited information to the main outcome of the 
lab experiment.  


