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Welcome to Black Life at UNCW

GREETINGS FROM THE GOSPEL CHOIR
WWelcome! We are excited to have you all join our Seahawk family! On 
behalf of myself, as well as the entire Sovereign Voices of Worship: 
Gospel Choir, we hope that you find an organization to join that allows 
you to be a greater version of yourself, while simultaneously making you 
feel comfortable and loved. If you enjoy singing, or if you have the ability 
to play an instrument then we recommend that you come join us this fall 
semester to sing and lift up the name of Jesus! We can’t wait to see you 
there!  - Cece there!  - Cece Worley, SVOW President

GREETINGS FROM Black Student Union 
GreGreetings! On behalf of myself and the Executive Board of the Black 
Student Union, I wish you a warm welcome to the Seahawk family here 
at UNC Wilmington. For returning students, it’s a hardy welcome back; 
for new students, we’re grateful to have you with us, and we sincerely 
hope that it’s as great of an experience for you as it has been for us. It 
cannot be stressed enough how much we would love to be an enriching 
part of your collegiate experience. So, I want to take this opportunity to 
inviinvite you to join us in the Black Student Union, as we fellowship 
together, and strive toward the common goals of community 
enrichment, personal and professional growth, social awareness, and 
academic excellence. We look forward to meeting you this year, and 
we’re excited to see what great things we will accomplish together!
- Tyler Young, BSU President

GREETINGS FROM the National Pan-Hellenic Council
WWelcome to UNCW! My name is Aria Lipscomb and I have the pleasure of serving as the President of a group 
of men and women who are a part of the African American Sororities and Fraternities known as the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council. Your first year in a new place can be both scary and exhilarating, but we look forward 
to helping you find your home away from home here. We hope you will join us for NPHC week starting August 
20th to test your singing/rap skills at Trap Karaoke, pick up some free goodies from our table at the 
Involvement Carnival, learn how to join our organizations at Black Greek 101, and so much more!! Please 
followfollow us on Instagram and Facebook at UNCWNPHC for more info about all of our programs. We look 
forward to meeting you!!– Aria J. Lipscomb, NPHC President

GREETINGS FROM BGPSA
GreGreetings! On behalf of the Black Graduate and Professional Student Association, I 
want to wish you a strong and warm welcome to the start of another school year here at 
UNCW! Whether you are a returning Master’s student or just beginning your Doctoral 
program, your presence on this campus is valued and we look forward to the amazing 
feats and accomplishments you will achieve this year. As the Black Graduate and 
Professional Student Association, we look forward to providing you with events, 
resources, and opportunities that will not only contribute to your overall development, 
butbut also enhance your social network within this community! We are honored to have 
you here, and we are looking forward to seeing you once the school year starts!
- La’Mon Johnson, BGPSA President

Welcome from the director 
On behalf of the beautiful Black Community of both UNCW and Wilmington,
II welcome you to our campus and city!  We have been awaiting your arrival to 
our community and we hope that our correspondence will help to deepen your 
connection with the over 800+ black students of UNCW, 40+ black faculty 
and staff of UNCW, and 24,000 black residents of Wilmington and the 
surrounding community.  There is much to learn and do here in this university 
by the sea. Thus, we encourage you to breathe in deeply the air of history that 
surrounds us.  Sit under the sun of cultural nuance where the Gullah-Geechee 
nation lights our path nation lights our path to age-old Black linguistic and culinary traditions.  And 
lastly, taste the sea-salt of freedom that began in 1962 when our campus was 
integrated!  Without a doubt, you are encouraged to become a Seahawk, and 
fly off in the distant future as a mythic Sankofa bird!  Again, welcome!

THeme for the year
WilmingWilmington, North Carolina is situated at the very top of the 
Gullah-Geechee corridor where West African Traditions and 
Southern Geography and History blend to create a unique 
long-standing African American institution known as 
Gullah-Geechee Culture. The coastal traditions of African 
Americans living along the Sea Islands from North Carolina to 
Florida are absolutely a part of the beautiful narrative of 
America,America, and must be treated as a living cultural artifact. Join 
the Upperman African American Cultural Center as we explore 
what it means to be “A People by the Sea (watuh),” no matter 
whether you are a “binyah” or “cumyah!”


