
Basic Studies Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
August 6, 2008 * 

 
Dr. Sawrey called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. 
 

Members present: Dr. Kim Sawrey (PSY) - Chair, Dr. Diane Dodd (BIO), 
Dr. Chris Dumas (ECN), Deron Fort (AA), Dr. Ken Gurganus (MAT), Dr. 
Carol Heinrich (NSG), Dr. Kemille Moore (UC), Anne Pemberton 
(Library)  
 

Members absent: Dr. Amanda Boomershine (FLL), Mark Cox (CRW), Dr. 
Colleen Reilly (ENG) 
 
Dr. Sawrey opened the meeting by introducing special guest Dr Linda 
Siefert.   Dr. Siefert explained that she approaches student learning 
assessment as an educator who values student learning. 
 
Dr. Sawrey and Dr. Siefert had met previously on August 5; she 
recommends engaging faculty when developing learning outcomes.  Dr. 
Gurganus suggested putting the committee-developed learning outcomes on 
the web as ‘work in progress’ and asking faculty for input.   
 
The committee felt that one-hour meetings should be held with the faculty 
for each category with two Basic Study Committee members present at 
each session.  The faculty should have access to the category sheets prior to 
the meetings.   
 
Dr. Sawrey felt there may be existing websites to guide the committee and 
asked Dr. Siefert to assist in finding one.  Dr. Gurganus liked the SIUE 
learning outcomes and asked if it is a common practice to state the source 
for the learning outcomes.  Dr. Siefert replied that the professors will expect 
to see four main learning outcomes: content, skill, communicate, and 
evaluate.  She noted that the category template will drive the courses 
developed for Basic Studies so it should be a rigorous outline.   
 
A discussion followed regarding how to define content for the categories.  
Dr. Dumas asked how to ensure the professors are following the course 
outline.  Dr. Siefert said it will depend on the assessment so evidence must 
be collected on student progress at the component level.  Dr. Heinrich felt 
there should be outcomes for each course that feed into the category 
outcomes and there should be assessments at the component level that link 
to each University Studies learning objective.  Dr. Siefert agreed that it is 
good to align the component level to the seven learning objectives. 

 



 
The group began to work on the ‘Scientific Approaches to the Natural 
World’ category sheet and the wiki will be updated to reflect the discussion.  
Dr. Gurganus questioned listing an assessment if it wasn’t measurable.  Dr. 
Siefert felt it is acceptable to say ‘Not assessing at this time’ but she 
encouraged the committee to determine what can be measured.  Dr. Sawrey 
reminded the committee that students must be able to read and understand 
the goals of the program. 
 
Dr. Sawrey adjourned the meeting at 5:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Randall 
 
Website: http://library.uncw.edu/web/faculty/pembertona/basicstudies/ 
 
*   These are summary minutes of the meeting.  Detailed minutes will be 
made available upon request. 
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