
Basic Studies Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
August 13, 2008 * 

 
Dr. Sawrey called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. 
 

Members present: Dr. Kim Sawrey (PSY) - Chair, Mark Cox (CRW), Dr. Diane 
Dodd (BIO), Dr. Chris Dumas (ECN), Deron Fort (AA), Dr. Ken Gurganus 
(MAT), Dr. Carol Heinrich (NSG), Anne Pemberton (Library), Dr. Colleen 
Reilly (ENG)  
 

Members absent: Dr. Amanda Boomershine (FLL), Dr. Kemille Moore (UC) 
 
Special guest: Dr. Linda Siefert 
 
Dr. Sawrey opened the meeting and invited Anne Pemberton to share her 
research regarding information literacy.  She explained the model used at 
UNCW which is based on the ACRL Information Literacy standards.  She led 
the committee through a discussion of the five ACRL standards: 

− The information literate student determines the nature and extent of the 
information needed. 

− The information literate student accesses needed information effectively and 
efficiently.  

− The information literate student evaluates information and its sources critically 
and incorporates selected information into his or her knowledge base and value 
system. 

− The information literate student, individually or as a member of a group, uses 
information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose. 

− The information literate student understands many of the economic, legal, and 
social issues surrounding the use of information and accesses and uses 
information ethically and legally. 

Mark Cox asked if there were any classes that wouldn’t want to incorporate 
information literacy because it really is setting up foundation skills and should be 
the norm.  A discussion followed.  Dr. Sawrey said he liked the spirit of Mark 
Cox’s comment and felt the University Studies courses should include 
information literacy. 
 
Dr. Sawrey noticed that the Library introduction sessions for students are 
tailored to the individual topics and most show students how to use the tools 

 



rather than how to evaluate the material.  Anne Pemberton said the Library is 
working with faculty to use databases and technology more.  She would like to 
see a program developed where the instruction is strongly encouraged; the 
Librarians conducted 700 sessions last year.  Dr. Sawrey would like to see the 
sessions developed specifically for courses such as a 3 hour session for Biology. 
 
Dr. Siefert reviewed the learning objectives of the University Studies program 
and observed that none aligned to information literacy.   She proposed adding a 
‘W’ designation to courses that contained writing and information literacy 
components.  Anne Pemberton liked the idea of building on the skills over the 
student’s college career.   
 
Dr. Gurganus suggested setting goals similar to the North Carolina State Board 
of Education DPI links so the students will know what to expect.  
 
The committee discussed the differences between computer competency and 
information literacy.  The group agreed that computer competency was never 
clearly defined at UNCW.  Dr. Gurganus thought that if information literacy 
were a graduation requirement then the faculty would need to determine how 
students will meet the standards within the majors and this committee would 
determine how to include it in the University Studies program.   
 
Dr. Sawry asked about polling the departments for input.  Dr. Siefert thought it 
would be best to find out what was done in the 700 Library sessions last year and 
then poll the departments to ask how they are covering the five information 
literacy standards and gathering student evidence.  She advocated a quick survey 
of how faculty are covering information literacy in their courses and their 
requirements.  Dr. Dumas felt a good place to start is the checklist from the 
ACRL booklet.  He would like to send the survey to the Deans and chairs and let 
them handle the distribution within their departments. 
 
Dr. Sawrey was concerned that any WAC course implementation will be at least 
two years away and asked if the committee should consider information literacy 
in the same time frame.  Dr. Gurganus said things, such as these, need to be 
phased in.  Mark Cox felt this committee has a good understanding of what is 
needed and those things which are necessary but not being done now should be 
codified to form standards. 
 
The group talked about the computer skills of the incoming freshmen.  Dr. 
Siefert did not think any schools are testing students on computer competency 
when they are admitted in order to determine student skills but felt the 
information would be useful. 



 
Dr. Siefert passed around a sheet outlining her thoughts on how the University 
Studies learning goals  map to the components and component-level SLOs.  This 
will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 
 
Dr. Sawrey adjourned the meeting at 5:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Randall 
 
Website: http://library.uncw.edu/web/faculty/pembertona/basicstudies/ 
 
*   These are summary minutes of the meeting.  Detailed minutes will be made 
available upon request. 
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