
Basic Studies Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
August 20, 2008 * 

 
Dr. Sawrey called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. 
 

Members present: Dr. Kim Sawrey (PSY) - Chair, Dr. Chris Dumas (ECN), 
Deron Fort (AA), Dr. Ken Gurganus (MAT), Dr. Carol Heinrich (NSG), Dr. 
Kemille Moore (UC), Anne Pemberton (Library)   
 

Members absent: Dr. Amanda Boomershine (FLL), Mark Cox (CRW), Dr. Diane 
Dodd (BIO), Dr. Colleen Reilly (ENG) 
  
Special guest: Dr. Linda Siefert 
 
Dr. Sawrey opened the meeting by telling the committee of his recent meeting 
with Dr. Keith Newlin where they discussed future writing courses.  The 
committee was pleased with the outcome of the meeting; the Basic Studies 
Model will be changed to reflect two writing courses. 
 
Dr. Sawrey asked if anyone had additions to Dr. Dumas’ UNCW Gen Ed 
Revision Committee Report outline.  All members felt the outline was very good 
and covered the committee’s work well.  Dr. Gurganus would like to see one 
model with several options. 
 
Dr. Siefert led the discourse on alignment of University Studies learning goals 
with component-level student learning outcomes beginning with Dr. Sawrey’s 
alignment assessment sheet.   She would like to see the component-level 
specifics map to the learning goals.  She felt the committee should develop an 
initial set and then send to the departments to complete.  Dr. Dumas thought the 
departments should determine the specifics that must be satisfied for each bin.  
He asked if a course could be in multiple bins if the requirements were satisfied;  
all agreed. 
 

 



Some of the committee felt the component-level criteria sheet terminology was 
confusing so Dr. Siefert suggested the following format for each component: 

1. Component Title 
Brief description of component  

2. Alignment of Learning Goal #1 
SLO 
SLO  
SLO 
. 
. 
. 

Alignment of Learning Goal #2 
SLO 
SLO  
SLO 
. 
. 
. 

. 

. 

. 
3. Evidence of Alignment 

 
Dr. Siefert added that, with this approach, the student learning outcomes could 
be added to the course syllabi so the students would know which ones are being 
assessed.   
 
Dr. Heinrich said the School of Nursing does measure the outcomes.  A 
dialogue followed regarding how outcomes are assessed. 
 
Dr. Sawrey will rewrite the ‘Scientific Approaches to the Natural World’ 
criteria sheet.  Dr. Gurganus will rework the ‘Math and Statistics Foundations’ 
criteria sheet.  Dr. Siefert offered redo the ‘Historical and Philosophical 
Approaches’ criteria sheet. 
 
Dr. Sawrey handed out updated University Studies models to the committee and 
pointed out the differences from previous models. 



 
Dr. Sawrey adjourned the meeting at 5:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Randall 
 
Website: http://library.uncw.edu/web/faculty/pembertona/basicstudies/ 
 
*   These are summary minutes of the meeting.  Detailed minutes will be made 
available upon request. 
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