
Basic Studies Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

January 28, 2009 * 
 

Dr. Sawrey called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM. 
 

Members present: Dr. Kim Sawrey (PSY) - Chair, Dr. Cara Cilano (ENG), Mark 
Cox (CRW), Dr. Diane Dodd (BIO), Deron Fort (AA), Dr. Ken Gurganus (MAT), 
Dr. Carol Heinrich (NSG), Dr. Kemille Moore (UC) Anne Pemberton (Library) 
  
Members absent: Dr. Amanda Boomershine (FLL), Dr. Chris Dumas (ECN) 
 
Special guest: Dr. Linda Siefert 
 
Dr. Sawrey opened the meeting by informing the committee that he had discussed 
the idea of the open forum for non-Senators with Dr. Bruce McKinney.  The 
committee discussed alternative procedures for requesting and receiving feedback.  
Anne Pemberton will develop a survey to be placed on the Basic Studies 
Committee’s Webpage; the form will also be sent to Dr. McKinney for distribution 
to the Department Chairs who will forward the survey on to the faculty.   Dr. 
Sawrey will monitor and collate the responses.   
 
The timeline for the feedback is: 

-The deadline for sending responses to the committee is March 3, 2009.  The 
committee prefers signed responses to know the sources of the responses to 
develop a trend line.    

-The committee will review the responses at its next meeting following Spring 
Break on March 17, 2009. 

 
Dr. Sawrey asked the committee if more fall-back positions are necessary should the 
feedback indicate that the Basic Studies Program has too many hours.   Mark Cox 
restated an earlier decision by the committee to reduce hours:  

-Move from two courses in each of the first four Approaches and Perspectives  
-to one course in each of the first four Approaches and Perspectives and an 

additional course in three of the first four Approaches and Perspectives  
-to one course in each of the first four Approaches and Perspectives and an 

additional course in two of the first four Approaches and Perspectives 
-and so on until the credit hours have been reduced to the acceptable level. 

 
Dr. Moore wondered how the Department Chairs felt about the number of credit 
hours in the Basic Studies Program and suggested adding a feedback block on the 
survey to address that question. 
 

 



Mark Cox considered the current budget issue an important one and asked for a 
response from Administration regarding their ability to make the Basic Studies 
Program work.  Dr. Sawrey will follow-up with Provost Chapman or Vice Provost 
McFarland. 
 
Dr. Sawrey asked the committee to think about ways to lessen the expenses to the 
university for the Basic Studies Program.  He noted that even if the hours are 
reduced for the Basic Studies Program, the university costs will not be diminished 
as long as the hours required for graduation remain at 124.   
 
A brainstorming session ensued.   The committee determined that a phased-in 
approach of the new Basic Studies Program will be self-budgeting with such items 
as: 

 -Delaying the timing of Freshman Seminar moving from a 2 to 3 credit-hour 
course. 

-Delaying the implementation of the WAC requirements.   
 
Another suggestion was to allow more multi-counting of courses because: 

 -Some Basic Studies courses can be met by ‘300’ level courses which will also 
meet major requirements; this will facilitate the change in thought patterns 
as the Basic Studies Program moves from a 2-year to a 4-year program.   

-Allowing courses within the categories and across the core curriculum to be 
multi-counted means more courses will meet more requirements. 

- A cohort of 3 courses can also satisfy the requirements for a minor. 
 

Dr. Sawrey requested all committee members to continue thinking of ways to save 
money.  
 
Dr. Sawrey adjourned the meeting at 9:40AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Randall 
 
Basic Studies Committee Website: 
http://library.uncw.edu/web/faculty/pembertona/basicstudies/ 
 
Basic Studies Committee Proposal: 
http://library.uncw.edu/web/faculty/pembertona/basicstudies/Report.pdf 
 
 

*   These are summary minutes of the meeting.  Detailed minutes will be made 
available upon request. 
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