
University Studies Advisory Committee 
September 23, 2009 4pm    LH 127 

Minutes 
 

 
In Attendance: Amanda Boomershine (FLL), Cara Cilano (ENG), Mark Cox (CRW), Deron Fort 
(IBEC), Ken Gurganus (MAT), Kemille Moore (UC), Anne Pemberton (RL), Kim Sawrey (PSY), 
Alison Taylor (BIO) 
 
Absent: Cathy Barlow (AA), Woody Hall (CSB), Chris Orton (NSG), Jayson Richardson (EDN)  
 
 
Announcements 

o Kim will be meeting with all chairs during their October 14 meeting to discuss the 
submission process for University Studies (US) courses.  

 
Agenda Items 
 
1. Process for U.S. course submissions 
 

o Kim proposed that we have the following process for submitting proposals for inclusion in 
the US curriculum: 

 
o After some discussion over issues such as resources, deadlines, and form routing, the 

following was decided upon, pending email vote by committee: 
 

o Alison suggested that the college/school curriculum committees and the USAC review new 
submissions at the same time in order to allow for time for feedback and revised 
submissions. 

 
o Kim will ask all deans and their curriculum committees if they are alright with currently 

approved courses (basic studies or not) bypassing the college/school curriculum committees 
if they will be submitted for US approval. 

 
o The options for submission and review were discussed (paper vs. electronic, program, etc.). 

The preference is for a system that allows departments to submit their forms electronically 
and the committee to review them and sort them into groups (approved, revisions needed, 
denied, etc.). The Consensus program (used in HR searches) was given as an example of an 
ideal program. Other options that were discussed include SharePoint and SAMMY. 
Regardless of the program chosen for use, we will need ITSD help to get the program ready 
for submissions by November.  Kim will look into the options for electronic submission and 
review. 

 
o The need for some sort of clerical support was discussed. Kim indicated that the CAS CC 

has a support staff member that receives, sorts, numbers, and files all proposals in 
SharePoint for that committee. Kim will contact AA to see what funds are available for part-
time help for this committee.  

 



 
o Kim confirmed that there are only 2 basic studies proposals (for the current system) in 

CAS's Curriculum Committee's pipeline. 
 
o Ken suggested that we contact dept. chairs in Dec/Jan to figure out how many new courses 

they may be proposing. 
 

o Alison helped clarify that departments must 'reapply' to our committee in order to have their 
existing basic studies courses included in the new US curriculum.  

 
o Once we start getting proposals, esp. for the new courses, our committee will need to 

concentrate on balance; that is, we need to be careful not to allow one dept to monopolize a 
given category or bin. 

 
 
Taken by Amanda Boomershine, with the help of Cara Cilano 


