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Meeting Notes 
University Studies Advisory Committee Meeting 

September 19, 2011 
2:00 p.m. 

Leutze Hall 111 
 

Participants 
Cara Cilano  Curry Guinn Anita McDaniel Bill Compton 
Linda Siefert Kemille Moore Kathy Roney Heidi Higgins 
Phil Furia Michael Freeze Anne Pemberton  
   Notetaker:  Lea Bullard 

 

 
Discussion Notes 

• Proposed standing meeting time: Fridays at noon 
• Linda and Cara met with ITSD for an ePortfolio (on Blackboard) demonstration.  

o It appears useful as a portfolio mechanism at its most basic 
• Supplemental diploma idea 

o Cameron School of Business is thinking about a supplemental diploma.  A meeting will take 
place later this week between Cara, Linda, and CSB to learn more about this. 

• CTE workshops 
o Linda has been working with CTE to offer workshops, based on her work with General Education 

Assessment, about the UNCW Learning Goals (targeted to help instructors better address 
different issues) 

o LAC has requested additional workshops along these lines 
o SACS expects the university to “close the assessment loop”, based on assessment findings (the 

USAC has some measure of ownership towards closing that loop). Workshops of this sort 
represent work towards closing the loop.   

• Faculty Senate re-cap 
o The faculty senate ran out of time during last week’s meeting and did not have time to 

review/vote on Transdisciplinary Clusters and Explorations Beyond the Classroom proposals. 
o The current thought is that the senate will now review and vote via a Share Point site 

• Committee voting on proposed motion regarding catalog deadlines to bring before the faculty senate on 
the following issues: 

o A: That the USAC present to the Faculty Senate the proposed catalogue copy for Explorations 
Beyond the Classroom and Thematic Transdisciplinary Clusters during the November 2011 
meeting and then present for the Senate’s approval the specific experiences/courses that will 
populate those components in the spring. 

o B: The proposed ‘stance’ on appearance of SLOs on US syllabi: 
 For the purposes of proposal review, the USAC requires the submission of a model 

syllabus that includes all the SLOs, properly designated, for the components the course 
satisfies. 

 The USAC does not mandate the wholesale adoption of the model syllabus; such a 
decision is clearly the province of each department. 

 The USAC does, however, strongly encourage the inclusion of these SLOs on the syllabi 
that do get used in each iteration of the course. SLO inclusion is clearly a best practice, 
signaling to the students what they will achieve by taking the course and underlining for 
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the faculty the course's place in the larger US curriculum. At the least, the USAC 
recommends that instructors and departments make the SLOs for their US courses 
prominent and accessible to students in some form. 

o All in favor for motion on Point A? 
 All ayes, no against 

o All in favor for motion on Point B? 
 All ayes, no against 

o Dates for submission of full slate of phase II courses (Steering Committee: 25 Oct) 
o Divvying up re-reviews of Phase II 

 Re-reviews should be done by October 19 
 Helpful SharePoint information: 

• Master lists of submissions, organized by component, can be found on our 
SharePoint site under the heading 'component master lists' in the 'NEW Chair 
Feedback Phase II' folder 

• The master submission spreadsheet (contains a record of all submissions) is 
called “masterapproval.xls” and is available on SharePoint in the NEW status 
master and alignment info folder. 

• All submission paperwork is organized by department and course number and is 
available in the “NEW one stop prop shop (all submissions) folder on 
SharePoint. 

• Regarding the course numbering: 
o “R” indicates a first revision 
o “RS” indicates a second revision 
o an asterisk indicates that there is specific chair feedback you can access 

in the “NEW Chair feedback phase II” SharePoint folder to guide your 
review of the revisions 

 Reviewing assignments: 
• CC and First year courses (Anita and Kemille) 
• IL (Anne and Bill; Curry and Michael) 
• WI (Phil and Chris; Kathy and Heidi) 

o Upcoming CTE workshops 
 EBC and Clusters workshop will be happening in the CTE conference room (upstairs in 

the library) at 12:30 on Wednesday, September 28th 
• People who can come to lend support and answer questions are encouraged to 

attend 
o Issues about next semester’s chair responsibilities 

 Committee members should start thinking about issues or concerns they might have 
regarding Cara’s semester away in the spring 

 Co-chairs is a possibility 
o Sciences, Humanities, and Society 210 issue 

 There is some concern about this course fitting into the new US curriculum 
 The recommendation is to submit the course via the usual process 

o Registrar’s query  
 How to deal with advisors/students possibly selecting which course to double-dip? 
 The committee thinks that the student choice (in consultation with advisor) should be 

the way to select which course to double dip (or default, if the student does not have an 
opinion either way) 
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 The suggestion is to find some mechanism that would account for student preference 
 

 
Committee Action Items 

• CTE Workshop next Wednesday, September 28th at 12:30 in CTE conference room 
• Next meeting Friday, September 30 at noon 
• Re-reviews of Phase II due by October 19 

o CC and First year courses (Anita and Kemille) 
o IL (Anne and Bill; Curry and Michael) 
o WI (Phil and Chris; Kathy and Heidi) 

 
 


