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Meeting Notes 
University Studies Advisory Committee Meeting 

November 11, 2011 
12:00 p.m. 

Leutze Hall 103 
 

Participants 
Cara Cilano  Bill Compton Phil Furia Michael Freeze 
Curry Guinn Anita McDaniel   
    
   Notetaker:  Lea Bullard 

 
Discussion Notes 

• CAS and OIP curriculum development grants 
o Both grant calls are being handled with a mindfulness of TTC and EBC 

• UCC and USAC 
o Language could be changed in bylaws to clarify and delineate the charges of Undergraduate 

Curriculum Committee and USAC 
 UCC currently deals with all curriculum change matters other than University 

Studies 
 It may be helpful to think of University Studies as a curricular program unto itself 

and UCC as an oversight committee 
 Question: should USAC be a stand-alone committee, going directly to Faculty Senate, 

or should it report to UCC? 
 Other structures on campus that might be useful to think about in pondering the 

question: University College and Honors College 
• TTC Mixers 

o Several themes (with associated courses) were suggested; this was circulated via email 
o For listing proposed themes and proposing new themes: 

 New landing page on USAC website for TTC Themes 
• PDF form for submitting theme/course suggestions 
• Daily-updated online list of proposed themes and courses 

• SLO workshop: TTC paperwork and SLOs 
o New proposal form approved 
o One SLO will speak to the overlap between the courses in the Cluster (i.e. the theme) 
o Others will be course-specific 

• Discussion about Grand Valley State clusters program 
o Started with “themes”, and now moving to “issues” 

 Themes were too vague, abstract, and students didn’t understand them 
 The courses were not in regular rotation and students couldn’t always take the ones 

they needed 
 Students didn’t see the relevance of the cluster themes to their education 
 Explicit connections were not made between the courses in the clusters 

o GVS is now moving to fewer clusters with more courses 
 Seems as though the connections relevant to the theme would get watered down 

with the increased number of courses 
 Another way to think about it is that a great deal of education can be synthesized 

under a few themes (which is sort of what the US curriculum is doing now) 



                        lrb 
            11/11/11 

 They will now be assessing common points: collaboration, integration, and problem 
solving 

 Faculty teaching the courses will now be required to make explicit connections from 
other courses in the same issue within their own course  

o What can we learn from GVU? 
 How many themes do we want? 
 How many courses should be contained within a theme? 
 How does GVUs enrollment compare to UNCW? 
 What are our long-term goals for Clusters? How to make the curriculum 

meaningful? 
Next Meeting 

• TBA 


