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UNDERSEA VEHICLES PROGRAM 

 

 

DAY RATE CHARGES 

 

An Operational Day is defined as the following: 

 Any scheduled offshore day that the support vessel is away from port conducting the mission. 

 Any day that the support vessel is in port due to delays or an unscheduled port call due to weather, 

mechanical failure, staffing issues, at the request of the science team, etc., i.e., not under the control 

of the ROV operations staff. 

 Each mobilization day. 

 

A Standby Day rate of $1000/person/day will be charged for the following: 

 Each day of travel to/from port of embarkation/debarkation. For planning purposes, budget one travel 

day for every 600 miles of distance between Wilmington, NC and ports of embarkation/debarkation.  

 Each day the ROV staff and asset is on location or aboard the vessel on a scheduled port day except 

mobilization days as noted above. 

 

The following will be billed on a reimbursement basis (at cost): 

 All travel involved with the mission. 

 Excess shipping charges. 

 Additional support personnel beyond two staff members that may be requested by the chief scientist, 

e.g., additional staff members may be requested to increase the hours of operation, or contracting staff 

members with specialized skills to augment novel sampling equipment. 

 

No day rate will be charged under the following circumstances: 

 ROV and associated equipment failure precludes an ROV dive in a 24-hour period. 

 Any delay or suspension of ROV operations resulting from an error in judgment or negligence on 

the part of the ROV support crew. 

 

EQUIPMENT RATES  
 

Mohawk Remotely Operated Vehicle:   An operations rate of $3,500/day, which includes the Mohawk 

ROV system without the Science Sample Collection Skid, will be charged for each operational day.  An 

operations rate of $4,000/day, which includes the Mohawk ROV system with the Science Sample Collection 

Skid, will be charged for each operational day.   Each operational day includes a minimum of two ROV 

support staff. 

 

Phantom S2 Remotely Operated Vehicle:   An operations rate of $3,000/day, which includes a minimum 

of two ROV support staff, will be charged for each operational day. 

 

Phantom 300 Remotely Operated Vehicle:   An operations rate of $1100/day, which includes one ROV 

support staff, will be charged for each operational day.   
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For the Phantom 300 ROV alone with no UVP support staff, a rate of $100/day will be charged for each 

day the ROV performs a dive(s). 

 Training of scientist operators prior to the mission is required if leasing the ROV alone.  

 The scientist operator is required to carry insurance for the replacement cost ($84,000) of the ROV. 

 The scientist operator is responsible for any loss or damage to the ROV and/or topside equipment 

provided by UNCW UVP. 

 

Pelagia Slocum Class Glider Autonomous Undersea Vehicle (7 day deployment) 
 

Item Description Unit Cost Cost/day Days TOTAL 

 

Preparation Systems checks, maintenance, test tank ballasting, programming, 

 sensor calibration & testing, pre-deployment checklist 

 2 FTE $900 $1,800 3.0 $5,400 

 

Deployment Load vessel, transit to deployment site, check trim & buoyancy. 

 Perform test dive, deployment checklist, transit to shore. 

 Round trip by State Vehicle = 130 miles X $.58/mile = $75  $     75 

 2 FTE $900 $1,800 1.0 $1,800 

 

Monitor AUV Monitor AUV communications, take appropriate action, reprogram 

 as needed, monitor data quality, maintain daily log.  Deployment 

 includes 0.5 days of data collection on deployment day and 0.5 

 days of data collection on recovery day with 6 days of data 

 collection between for 7 days total. 

 0.5 FTE $900 $450 7.0 $3,150 

 

Recovery Transit to site, locate and secure AUV, perform data collection 

 procedures, post-dive checklist, recover AUV, transit to shore. 

 Round trip by State Vehicle = 130 miles X $.58/mile = $75  $     75 

 2 FTE $900 $1,800 1.5 $1,800 

 

Post Mission Download and archive data, post-mission checklist, clean vehicle, 

Work open hull, post-mission maintenance. 

 2 FTE $900 $1,800 2.0 $3,600 

 

Iridium Satellite AUV typically surfaces every 4 hours or 6 times per day for 20 

 minutes.  Equals 120 minutes/day times 7 days = 840 minutes, 

 plus preparation time.  A 1,000-minute SIM card costs $1,300. 

 Pre-paid SIM Card $1300  8.0 $1,300 

 

Insurance Based on 5-10 nautical miles from shore & >30 meters depth. 

 Cost per Deployment    $   400 

 

Batteries Based on $1,900 per set with a $500 core return credit and  

 shipping of $70 for battery and $30 for cores = $1,500 total 

 If a set lasts 4 deployments (28 days), this is $375 per deployment. 
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 One week of battery power $375  7.0 $   375 

 

CTD Annual Based on $800/calibration and 10 deployments/year  

Calibration Prorated CTD calibration cost$80   $     80 

 

Glider Based on $74,000 over 7 years and 4 four-week missions 

Replacement per year = $660    $   660 

 

Supplies Supplies are $20/deployment    $     20 

 

  TOTAL COST PER 7 DAY DEPLOYMENT = $18,735 
 

NOTES: 

 Contact UVP staff to obtain a price quote for AUV deployments longer than one week. 

 Longer deployments require offshore transit to meet glider at a minimum of every two 

weeks to cleaning off bio-fouling. 

 

 


