
Department of Creative Writing             
News & Accolades – April 2014: 
 

 

 

Ecotone magazine’s award-winning contributors David Means, Maggie Shipstead, and 
Douglas Watson will read from their stories in the recently published Astoria to Zion: 
Twenty-Six Stories of Risk and Abandon from Ecotone’s First Decade (Lookout Books, 
2014) and will join Ecotone editors in a conversation about writing and publishing in the 
digital age, based on Ben Fountain’s foreword to the collection. The event takes place 
Monday, April 7 at The Center for Fiction in New York. For more information, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/events/240340809496730/. 
 
Ecotone magazine and its sister imprint, Lookout Books, celebrate the publication of 
Astoria to Zion in Jamaica Plain, Boston, on Tuesday, April 8. Featured storytellers, 
including award-winning writers Steve Almond, Bill Roorbach, and Matthew Neill Null, 
join editors and readers to listen, laugh, discuss, eat, drink, and trade tales of risk and 
abandon. For more information, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1421851508065875/. 
 
Those going on the trip are publisher Emily Louise Smith, editor Anna Lena Phillips, 
associate editor Beth Staples, and Lookout interns Katie Jones, Stephanie Harcrow, and 
Justin Klose! 
 

 

Wendy Brenner's essay "Paradise" appeared in Guernica magazine's Special Issue: The 
American South. 
 
The essay can be read here:  http://www.guernicamag.com/features/paradise/ 
 
Congratulations, Wendy! 

 

MFA student Bridget Apfeld’s piece, “Baby Teeth,” appears in issue 7.4 of Prick of the 
Spindle. Read it at http://prickofthespindle.com/fiction/7.4/apfeld/apfeld.html. 
 
Congratulations, Bridget, 

https://www.youtube.com/user/UNCWCreativeWriting
https://twitter.com/UNCWCRW
http://uncw-crwthedeep.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNCW-Department-of-Creative-Writing/148345075226161
http://ecotonejournal.com/
http://www.lookout.org/AstoriatoZion.html
http://www.lookout.org/AstoriatoZion.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/240340809496730/
http://www.lookout.org/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1421851508065875/
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/faculty_Brenner.html
http://www.guernicamag.com/features/paradise/
http://prickofthespindle.com/fiction/7.4/apfeld/apfeld.html


 

MFA student Jason Bradford has a poem forthcoming in Four Chambers. 
 
Congratulations, Jason! 

 

MFA student Garrard Conley has a heart-wrenching piece on The Bilerico. 

Congratulations, Garrard! 

 

MFA student Elizabeth Davis received honorable mention in the Sixth Nazim Hikmet 
Poetry Festival.  Her poems "Yarn Spinner, Third Shift," "Knitters," and "A Spinner to Her 
Husband" will be published in the festival book.  The festival will be held on April 13th in 
Cary, NC. 
 
Congratulations, Liz! 

 

MFA student Drew Krepp’s debut novel, The Salt Marsh King,  
will be released in June 2014 by Bancroft Press. 
http://bancroftpress.com/the-salt-marsh-king/ 
 
Congratulations, Drew! 
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MFA student Catherine Miller’s short story "Tomorrow I'll Miss You" has been accepted 
at the Young Adult Review Network. 

Congratulations, Catey! 

 

MFA student Rachel Richardson’s non-fiction piece "Love Story," about her parents, has 
been accepted for publication by Gigantic Sequins, to appear in issue 5.2. 
 
Congratulations, Rachel! 

 

MFA student Catherine Shubert was selected to present at the 2014 SEWSA conference 
at UNCW.  She read a draft of an analytical essay on silence—as both an ecotone and as 
a rhetorical stance in contemporary women's poetry—as well as some of her own 
personal poetry on the different resonances of silences.  She also was on the panel 
‘Genre and Gender: Tradition, Rhetoric and Silence.’  
 
Congratulations, Cathe! 

 

BFA alum (’07) Chrysa (Gumbs) Staiano—after joining the military and being stationed 
in a war zone, and then going on to earn her graduate degree—has been granted a 
Fulbright Scholarship to teach English at a high school or university in Hungary from Fall 
2014 through Spring 2015. 
 
Congratulations, Chrysa! 

http://yareview.net/
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MFA alums Hannah Dela Cruz Abrams (’07) and Eric Vithalani (’07) have flash fiction 
pieces in Issue 8 of Sliver of Stone Magazine. 

http://sliverofstonemagazine.com/from-mena-by-hannah-abrams/ 
http://sliverofstonemagazine.com/eric-vithalani/ 

 
Hannah also has an Interview with Will Woolfitt about The Man Who Danced with 
Dolls currently up on Speaking of Marvels. 
 
Congratulations, Hannah and Eric! 

 

MFA alum Ben Hoffman (’13) received a nice review for his 
chapbook Together, Apart in The Masters Review, written by 
MFA alum Sadye Teiser (’13). Read it at 
https://mastersreview.com/book-review-together-apart-by-ben-
hoffman/. 
 
Congratulations, Ben, and nicely done, Sadye! 

 

 

MFA alum Georgie Hunt (’12) has a piece, “Wild Oak, Twenty-Three,” in Prick of the 
Spindle 8.1. Read it at http://prickofthespindle.com/nonfiction/8.1/hunt/hunt.html. 
 
Congratulations, Georgie! 

 

MFA alum John Mortara (’13) has a poetry video at Shabby Dollhouse. He writes “when i 
left wilmington this past summer i started filming. i filmed anything and everything and 
kept the clips on my phone. i knew i was going to do something with them, but i didn't 
know what. then Shabby Doll House asked me to make a video poem for their surprise 
spring issue. then i knew exactly what to do. hey, you there, i love and miss you very 
much. please watch my video and the amazing others: 
http://shabbydollhouse.com/DOLL-REVOLUTION” 
 
Congratulations, John! 
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MFA alum (’10) Erin Sroka has won a MacDowell Colony Residency Fellowship.  
 
Congratulations, Erin! 

 

MFA alum (’13) Anna Sutton has accepted a position at John F. Blair Publisher. 

Also, her poetry manuscript was a finalist for Crab Orchard Review's Series in Poetry 
Open Competition, and she has a poem forthcoming in Superstition Review. 
 
Congratulations, Anna! 

 

MFA alum Kate Sweeney (’09) shares that her book 
American Afterlife was released in March by University 
of Georgia Press. 
 
Congratulations, Kate! 

 

 

MFA alum Eric Tran (’13) has flash creative nonfiction at Monkey Bicycle.  
Read it at http://monkeybicycle.net/waiting-supermoon/. 
 
Congratulations, Eric! 
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MFA alum Kate Tully (’03) has accepted a 1-year 
teaching appointment at Truro College (for ages 14+) 
in Cornwall, England. 
 
Congratulations, Kate! 

 

 

The April issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative Writing folks 
as columnists: faculty members Clyde Edgerton and Virginia Holman, MFA student 
Jamie Lynn Miller, and MFA alums Anne Barnhill (’01), Jason Frye (’05), Dana Sachs 
(’00), and Barbara Sullivan (’11).  
 
A link to the digital magazine is here: http://www.saltmagazinenc.com/.  

 

 

Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 
every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 
Commentaries at www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  
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Philip Gerard is featured this month in Our State magazine with his next installment of 
the series “The Civil War: Life in North Carolina.” This rich and complex story will 
continue monthly through May 2015 and can be read at ourstate.com/civil-war. Listen 
to an interview about the series here. 
 
“The war magnified the best and the worst of the human spirit and bequeathed us a 
legacy that, a century and a half later, we still ponder.” 
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