
Department of Creative Writing             
News & Accolades – December 2015: 
 

 

David Gessner’s All the Wild That Remains was chosen by 
Kirkus Reviews as one of their best nonfiction books of 
2015 and as one of their best books about Significant 
Figures in the Arts and Humanities.  
 
In addition, he will be the host for a National Geographic 
Explorer TV episode on Jan 10 called "Call of the Wild."  
 
Congratulations, David!  

 

Robert Anthony Siegel's essay "Gourmets," originally in Tin 
House, received a Special Mention in the 2016 Pushcart Prize 
anthology. It has also been reprinted in the December issue 
of Utne Reader: utne.com/archives/current-issue.aspx. 
 
Congratulations, Robert! 

 

 

Michael White’s Travels in Vermeer was included on The Huffington Post’s 10 Best 
Nonfiction Books list. 
 
Congratulations, Michael! 

 

Congratulations to the following MFA students whose works have been submitted in 
the AWP Intro Journals Competition: 
  
Austin Allen, "Morning," Poetry 
Elizabeth Davis, "Downed Tree," Poetry 
Morgan Davis, "You & Me & John & Yoko," Fiction 
Katie O'Reilly, "The Interview," Creative Nonfiction 
Cathe Shubert, "Portrait of a Beach Babe," Poetry 
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https://www.kirkusreviews.com/lists/best-2015-books-about-significant-figures-in-the-a/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/lists/best-2015-books-about-significant-figures-in-the-a/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/explorer/videos/5-things-to-know-about-the-call-of-the-wild/
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http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/siegel.html
http://www.pushcartprize.com/index.html
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We love this photo of MFA student Stephanie Harcrow greeting former POTUS George 
H. W. Bush at a recent Sunday Night Football event! 
 
 
And while we’re swooning over photos of students with celebrities… ↓ 

 

MFA student Pernille Larsen interviewed Coldplay frontrunner Chris Martin in Los 
Angeles for the Danish newspaper Berlingske (for which she works as a freelance 
writer/ music journalist). 
 
In addition, Pernille has received a Sterling Watson MFA Fellowship to attend the 12th 
annual Eckerd College Writers’ Conference: Writers in Paradise (with former visiting 
writer Aimee Nezhukumatathil!) in St. Petersburg, Florida in January.  
 

She is attending a residency at Vermont Studio Center in July.  
 

And her poem, “St. Kaylee's First Time,” was a finalist for the Slippery Elm Prize.  
 
 

Congratulations, Pernille! 

 

MFA student Martha Lundin’s essay "Pulse" will be forthcoming in the Winter 2015/16 
online issue of Ninth Letter. 
 
Congratulations, Martha! 

 

MFA student Katie O’Reilly has an essay titled “Model 
Behavior” about her rescue dog, Marcel, in Narrative.ly 
Magazine. narrative.ly/puppies/tails-from-puppies-by-the-
people-theyve-saved 
 
Congratulations, Katie (and Marcel)! 

 

http://www.b.dk/kultur/coldplay-vi-behoever-ikke-please-laengere
http://www.b.dk/redaktionen/pernille-smith-larsen
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10153485656011240&id=184870446239
http://writersinparadise.eckerd.edu/
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/visitprofiles.html
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/visitprofiles.html
http://vermontstudiocenter.org/residencies/
http://www.pw.org/writing_contests/poetry_and_prose_awards
http://ninthletter.com/
http://narrative.ly/puppies/tails-from-puppies-by-the-people-theyve-saved/
http://narrative.ly/puppies/tails-from-puppies-by-the-people-theyve-saved/


 

MFA student Emily Paige Wilson’s poems "Intonation" and "for Pražský Orloj: Prague 
Astronomical Clock" appear in PANK. pankmagazine.com/piece/two-poems-113  
 
She has poems forthcoming in The Boiler Journal and Horse Less Review. 
 
Congratulations, Emily!  

 

BFA alum Kristina M. Serrano (’12) is under contract with 
Forever More Publishing for her debut novel Slow Echoes, 
forthcoming in January 2016. 
 
Congratulations, Kristina! 

 

 

 
 
MFA alum Hannah Dela Cruz Abrams (’07) received a Pushcart Prize 
nomination for her piece, "Between Dog and Wolf: the Time Between 
(Essay as Ideolocator)."  
 
She also has three new poems up at Toad the Journal: 
toadthejournal.com/issue-53/hannah-abrams. 
 
Congratulations, Hannah! 

 

MFA alum Kate Cumiskey (’06) announces that her first novel, Ana, has been accepted 
for publication in 2016 by Silent e Publishing, a small house in Jacksonville, Florida.  
“Ana is the story of a widow living in a small town on the east coast of Florida. It is a story of 
deceptions: Ana's, as she has a dark secret which is alarmingly easy to keep due to the social 
invisibility her widowhood engenders, and the layer deceptions we all experience in relationships. 
The book deals with the social issues of the rape of Florida's fragile ecosystems, the divide in our 
nation between the haves and have nots, and homelessness.”  
 
Kate is also working to finish Surfers' Rules: the Mike Martin Story (also preliminarily 
accepted by Silent e), with Mike Martin, creator of the Association of Surfing 
Professionals and head judge on the world tour for thirty years.  
 
Congratulations, Kate! 

https://twitter.com/emmy_golightly
http://pankmagazine.com/piece/two-poems-113/
http://kristinamserrano.wix.com/author
http://forevermorepublishing.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28029481-slow-echoes
http://www.hannahdelacruzabrams.com/
http://www.pushcartprize.com/
http://toadthejournal.com/issue-53/hannah-abrams/
http://katecumiskey.com/


 

MFA alum (’14) Christine Hennessey is the fellowship recipient of a two-week residency 
at Vermont Studio Center in July.  

Congratulations, Chrissy! 

 

MFA alum Sally J. Johnson (’14) is the winner of the 2015 Poetry International Prize for 
her poem, “There Is No Denying the Naturalness.” The award is accompanied by 
publication in a future issue of Poetry International and a $1000 cash prize. 

Congratulations, Sally! 

 

MFA alum Kathryn Miller (’13) has an essay on The Rumpus, “Without Boundaries or 
Beginnings or Ends.”  
 
Rebecca Lee writes: “So proud of our former student Kathryn Miller-- her work and her 
life… She was shot in a school shooting at the age of 7, and still carries the bullet in her 
back. Amazing writer, wounded goddess… you won't ever forget this if you read it...” 
 
Beautiful work, Kathryn. ♥ 

 

 
MFA alum Jason Newport (’12) received a second nomination for a 2017 
Pushcart Prize for his short story "On Letting Go," in the latest issue of 
Potomac Review.  
 
(Jason’s previously-announced satirical short fiction "Protect and Serve," 
published in Vine Leaves, was also nominated.)  
 
Congratulations, Jason! 

http://christinehennessey.blogspot.com/
http://vermontstudiocenter.org/residencies/
http://www.sallyjayjohnson.com/
http://poetryinternational.sdsu.edu/contests_pi.html
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http://www.vineleavesliteraryjournal.com/news/2017-pushcart-prize-nominees


 

 
MFA alum Anna Sutton (’13) received three nominations for a Pushcart 
Prize: one for the poem "A Family of Mice" that appeared in The 
American Literary Review, one for the poem "Two Whooping Cranes 
Shot Dead in Hopkins County" that appeared in the Southeast Review 
last spring, and one for her poem "Friday Mass" from The Boiler. 
 
Her poem "Good Health" appears in Tupelo Quarterly. 
  
Congratulations, Anna! 

 

 
 
 
 

MFA alum Gabriella Tallmadge (’13) received a Pushcart Prize 
nomination for her poem “The Animal Afterword” from Passages North. 
 
Congratulations, Gaby! 

 

MFA alum Jon Wallin (’15) made his Wilmington theater debut as narrator in "The 
Rocky Horror Show," in November with City Stage Co. and rejoined them for "Big Fish - 
The Musical" in Nov./Dec. He'll also be performing with Cape Fear Theatre Arts, LLC dba 
City Stage in their production of “Memphis” at Thalian Hall Center for the Performing 
Arts Dec. 30—Jan. 17. 
 
Congratulations, Jon! 

 

The December issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative 
Writing folks. Regular columnists include faculty members Clyde Edgerton and Virginia 
Holman, and MFA alums Jason Frye (’05) and Dana Sachs (’00), among others. 
  
A link to the digital magazine is here: saltmagazinenc.com. 
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http://www.pushcartprize.com/
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Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 
every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 
Commentaries at www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  

 

http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/furia.html
http://www.whqr.org/programs/great-american-songbook-philip-furia
http://www.philipgerard.com/index.html
http://www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard

