
Department of Creative Writing             
News & Accolades – February 2014: 
 

 

The Winter 2014 issue of The Coast Line (the bi-annual newsletter for the Department 
of Creative Writing), edited by Emily Wilson, is now available! 
 
Read it at: www.uncw.edu/writers/documents/CoastLineWinter14.pdf.  

 

Lavonne J. Adams has a poem in Tupelo Quarterly 2, "The Nature of Containment." Read 
it at: www.tupeloquarterly.com/the-nature-of-containment-by-lavonne-adams. 
 
Congratulations, Lavonne! 

 

MFA student Katharine Johnsen has been awarded a Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Poetry 
Prize in the amount of $1000 for her poems “Visitation,” “Subscription,” and 
“Anticipation.” She also had two poems, "The Obituaries" and "Birthday,” accepted for 
publication by the Tampa Review Online, appearing in the March 2014 issue. 
 
Congratulations, Kate!  

 

MFA student Erica Sklar’s haunting piece, “Silver Alert,” appears on TheNewerYork.com 
at www.theneweryork.com/silver-alert-erica-sklar.  
 
Congratulations, Erica! 
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MFA student Kirby Snell’s series of five sonnets, "Last Portraits," will appear online in 
the Winter 2014 issue of Unsplendid. She also had two poems about her Peace Corps 
service in Micronesia, "Geography Lesson" and "Island Funeral," accepted for Volume 
19 No. 2 of Crab Orchard Review, due out in September.  
 
Congratulations, Kirby! 

 

MFA student Carson Vaughan was featured in a contributor spotlight on Midwestern 
Gothic; read it at http://midwestgothic.com/2014/01/contributor-spotlight-carson-
vaughan/.  
 
Congratulations, Carson! 

 

MFA student Emily Wilson’s poem "[from august on]" appears in the Winter/Spring 
2014 edition of The Raleigh Review (Vol. 4), for which she has been nominated for Best 
New Poets 2014. 
 
Congratulations, Emily! 

 

BFA alum (’13) Mary Grace Hammond has been awarded an internship at Columbia 
University Press. 
 
Congratulations, M.G.! 
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MFA alum (’05) Emma Bolden’s second full-length collection of poetry, medi(t)ations, 
was accepted for publication by Noctuary Press.  Her poetry chapbook, This Is Our 
Hollywood, appeared in volume two of The Chapbook.  Her nonfiction chapbook, 
Geography V, is forthcoming from Winged City Press.  She has an essay coming out soon 
in The Rumpus, and another essay was the runner-up for Harpur Palate nonfiction prize. 
Her essays have recently appeared in the South Loop Review and The Journal of the 
Compressed Arts. Her poems have recently appeared in—or will soon appear in—Toad, 
Conduit, the American Literary Review, The Found Poetry Review, BODY, interrupture, 
Rhino, Printer's Devil Review, and Noon. 
 
Many congratulations, Emma! 

 

Two gorgeous pieces from two gorgeous alums, Erin Seabolt Bond (’08) and Simona 
Chitescu Weik (’08), on longing, satiety, loss, happiness, and the healing powers of food 
and memories, are posted on their new blog at www.paredblog.com.  
 
Congratulations, Erin & Simona! 

 

Mid-American Review named MFA alum Samantha Deal (’13) a semi-finalist for the 
James Wright Poetry Prize. 
 
Congratulations, Sam! 

 

MFA alum (’11) Jeremy Hawkins’ short story collection, "Reframing The Gruesome and 
The Everyday," was selected as a semi-finalist for the Black River Chapbook Competition 
from Black Lawrence Press.  
 
Congratulations, Jeremy! 
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MFA alum Elizabeth King Humphrey (’03) announces that her book Idiot's Guide: Gluten-
Free Eating was published the first week of January. In late October, she left UNCW's 
Office of University Relations as its publications manager and is now 
writing and editing for the internal communicators at PPD, as well as 
editing and writing in her free time. 
 
Congratulations, Elizabeth! 

 

MFA alum Georgianna Hunt (’12) has a short essay forthcoming in Prick of the Spindle 
Vol. 7.5, March 2014. She will also have a piece published in spring issue of NANO 
Fiction Volume 7 Number 2. 
 
Congratulations, Georgie! 

 

MFA alum (’07) Shawna Kenney published an essay/interview with photographer Scot 
Sothern on The Rumpus and her first piece of film criticism in Playboy in the month of 
January.  
 
Congratulations, Shawna! 

 

MFA alum Janie Miller (’08) is the Grand Prize Winner of a 2014 Eco Arts Award in 
Literature for her piece “Wilderness Lessons.” 
 
Congratulations, Janie! 
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MFA alum (’11) Ariana Nash had work featured on thethepoetry.com in 
January: www.thethepoetry.com/2014/01/poem-of-the-week-ariana-nadia-nash. 
 
Congratulations, Ariana! 

 

MFA alum (’07) Rebecca Petruck’s novel Steering Toward Normal (formerly, her MFA 
thesis) has been selected for the Spring 2014 Kids' Indie Next List—“Inspired 
Recommendations for Kids from Indie Booksellers.” The novel will be released by 
Abrams/Amulet May 2014.  
 
Congratulations, Rebecca! 

 

MFA alum (’13) Gabriella Tallmadge was interviewed by Elizabeth Deanna for The 
Collagist. Read it here: www.dzancbooks.org/collagist-blog/2014/1/31/someone-loves-
us-they-must-an-interview-with-gabriella-r-tal.html 
 
She also has a poem up online in the Fall 2013 issue of Devil's Lake here: 
http://english.wisc.edu/devilslake/issues/fall2013/tallmadge.html 
 
Congratulations, Gaby! 

 

The February issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative Writing 
folks as columnists: faculty members Clyde Edgerton and Virginia Holman, MFA student 
Jamie Lynn Miller, and MFA alums Barbara Sullivan (’11), Jason Frye (’05), and Dana 
Sachs (’00). Also included is a poem by Lavonne J. Adams titled “Winter, Halyburton 
Park.” 
 
A link to the digital magazine is here:  
http://issuu.com/saltmagazinenc/docs/february_2014_salt  
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Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 
every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 
Commentaries at www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  

 

Philip Gerard is featured this month in Our State magazine with his next installment of 
the series “The Civil War: Life in North Carolina.” This rich and complex story will 
continue monthly through May 2015 and can be read at ourstate.com/civil-war. Listen 
to an interview about the series here. 
 
“The war magnified the best and the worst of the human spirit and bequeathed us a 
legacy that, a century and a half later, we still ponder.” 
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