
Department of Creative Writing             
News & Accolades – November 2015: 
 

 

Join us as we celebrate Writers’ Week 2015! uncw.edu/writersweek  

 

Wendy Brenner’s essay about Spanish moss in Wilmington appears in the November 
issue of Our State magazine (the restaurant issue), and features colorful, poetic, and 
weird contributions from MFA students and alumni Elizabeth Davis, Laura Steele, Beau 
Bishop, and Laura Resnik.  
 
Her short-short nonfiction "A Place to Land," about why she wants to live in the 
Charlotte airport, appears in the December issue of Our State magazine. 
 
Congratulations, Wendy! 

 

David Gessner’s review of “Satellites in the High Country: Searching for Wild in the Age 
of Man” by Jason Mark appears in The Wall Street Journal.  
 
Congratulations, David! 

 

Michael White will be the Diana M. Raab Distinguished Visiting Writer this spring for the 
Spalding MFA in Writing Program in Louisville, Kentucky. His book, Travels in Vermeer, 
has been selected as the book in common for the Spalding MFA program, and he will 
read and discuss the book on campus during the Spring 2016 residency.  
 
Congratulations, Michael! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/UNCWCreativeWriting
https://twitter.com/UNCWCRW
http://uncw-crwthedeep.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNCW-Department-of-Creative-Writing/148345075226161
http://www.uncw.edu/writersweek/
http://uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/brenner.html
https://www.ourstate.com/city-portrait-wilmington/
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/gessner.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/why-we-need-the-wild-1447450605
http://uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/white.html
https://spalding.edu/academics/mfa-in-writing/
http://www.amazon.com/Travels-Vermeer-Memoir-Michael-White/dp/0892554371


 

BFA student Melissa Parthemore, a senior in the fiction track, is the 2015 recipient of 
the N.C. Sorosis Scholarship in Creative Writing. This year’s scholarship was presented 
to Melissa in honor of Anne Russell, a 1999 graduate of UNCW’s MFA Program. 
 
Congratulations, Melissa! 

 

The October issue of the Brooklyn Arts Center newsletter features articles by BFA 
interns Madison Roberts and Kailyn Warpole.  
 
Congratulations Madison and Kailyn! 

 

MFA student Majsan Boström’s second nonfiction book, Som ett proffs 
(Like a Pro) will be published at the end of November in Sweden. It 
details life after professional sports through personal interviews with 
Sweden’s best athletes.  
 

Majsan also had two pieces recently published in Swedish magazines. 
“The Library Detectives” is about the rare books that were stolen from 
the National Swedish Library in the 1990s and early 2000s and the attempts to retrieve 
them. “The Swedish Weapons Trafficker” is about Majsan’s visits with Paul 
Mardirossian, a Swedish naturalized citizen who found himself imprisoned with some of 
the world’s most notorious criminals in Manhattan.  
 

Congratulations, Majsan! 

 

MFA student Jonathan Russell Clark has an article up on LitHub about Roxane Gay and 
her PEN Center USA’s Freedom to Write Award. His article was quoted by The Guardian. 
  
Congratulations, Jonathan! 

http://www.ncsorosis.org/index.htm
http://uncw.edu/gls/russellbio.htm
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=9139dd724c578c3c5f1617601&id=59abd10d5a&e=03d80bc1bd
http://majsanbostrom.com/
http://idrottsforlaget.se/Som-ett-proffs---om-elitidrott-och-livet-efter.htm
http://jonathanrussellclark.com/bio/
http://lithub.com/roxane-gay-wins-the-pen-center-usa-freedom-to-write-award/
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/nov/05/roxane-gay-wins-pen-freedom-to-write-award


 

MFA alum Daren Dean’s (’03) story “A Darker Shade of Twilight” is forthcoming from 
men’s fiction publication BULL. Also, an author interview and novel excerpt from his Far 
Beyond the Pale appeared online in The Nervous Breakdown recently. Bill and Dave’s 
Cocktail Hour blog hosted a tongue-in-cheek piece of Dean’s on writing. There’s also an 
interview with Dean on Ploughshares about writing, Far Beyond the Pale, and even a 
few questions of politics.  
 
Congratulations, Dean! 

 

MFA alum Regina DiPerna (’14) has four poems in The Missouri Review. One of those 
poems, “Teeth,” is featured online as The Missouri Review’s Poem of the Week.  
 
Congratulations, Regina! 

 

MFA alum Ben Hoffman’s (’13) story, Substitutes, appears in Granta, and received a 
rave review at The Rumpus.   
 
“‘Did you notice our daughter is not our daughter anymore?’ Dopplegängers, spaceships 
and the joys of parenting in new fiction from Ben Hoffman.”--granta.com 
 
Congratulations, Ben! 

 

MFA alum Rochelle Hurt’s (’11) second full-length poetry manuscript, In Which I Play 
the Runaway, was chosen by Richard Blanco as the winner of the 2015 Barrow Street 
Book Prize! The collection will be published in the fall of 2016, and it includes many of 
the poems we’ve seen from her over the last few years: dioramas, odd town names, 
Dorothy Gale, storms, etc.  
 
Congratulations, Rochelle! 

http://darendean.wix.com/daren-dean
http://www.thenervousbreakdown.com/tnbfiction/2015/09/daren-dean-the-tnb-self-interview/
http://www.thenervousbreakdown.com/tnbfiction/2015/09/excerpt-of-far-beyond-the-pale-by-daren-dean
http://billanddavescocktailhour.com/the-four-easy-steps-to-becoming-a-writer/
http://blog.pshares.org/index.php/far-beyond-the-pale-in-1970s-missouri-a-tiny-interview-with-daren-dean/
http://www.missourireview.com/
http://www.missourireview.com/archives/regina-diperna-teeth/
https://benrhoffman.wordpress.com/
https://granta.com/substitutes/
http://therumpus.net/2015/10/this-week-in-short-fiction-65/
http://www.rochellehurt.com/
http://barrowstreet.org/press/


 

MFA alum Jason Newport’s (’12) satirical short fiction "Protect and Serve," published in 
Vine Leaves, has been nominated for a 2017 Pushcart Prize. 
 
Congratulations, Jason! 

 

MFA alum Miriam Parker (’08) will be joining Ecco Books as the Associate Publisher this 
month after fifteen years at Little, Brown and Company.  
 
Congratulations, Miriam!  

 

MFA alum Rebecca Petruck (’07) was a Housatonic Book Award Finalist for her debut 
novel Steering Toward Normal (ABRAMS/Amulet, 2014). The award is sponsored by 
Western Connecticut State University.  
 
Congratulations, Rebecca! 

 

MFA alum Dana Sachs (’00) book The Secret of the Nightingale Palace will be the book 
for discussion with Downtown Readers at the downtown public library on Tuesday, 
December 1st from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

http://www.vineleavesliteraryjournal.com/news/2017-pushcart-prize-nominees
http://miriamparker.tumblr.com/
http://www.harpercollins.com/search-results/?imprint=ecco
http://www.rebeccapetruck.com/
https://housatonicbookawards.wordpress.com/
http://www.rebeccapetruck.com/#!books/cnec
http://www.danasachs.com/
http://libcal.nhclibrary.org/event/2204691


 

An essay by MFA alum Carson Vaughan (’14) on the joys and pains of renovating his 
new home (in a 1947 travel trailer) appears online in Travel and Leisure magazine. Read 
more about the project at localcolorxc.com.  
 
He also has a short little ditty for American Cowboy Magazine on the Lost Dutchman's 
Gold Mine in Arizona's Superstition Mountains.  
 
Congratulations, Carson! 

 

The November issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative 
Writing folks. Regular columnists include faculty members Clyde Edgerton and Virginia 
Holman, and MFA alums Lavonne Adams (’99), Anne Barnhill (’01), Jason Frye (’05), 
Dana Sachs (’00), and Barbara Sullivan (’11).  
 
A link to the digital magazine is here: saltmagazinenc.com. 

 

 

Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 
every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 
Commentaries at www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  

 

http://www.travelandleisure.com/articles/dad-renovating-trailer
http://carsonvaughan.com/
http://www.localcolorxc.com/
http://www.americancowboy.com/article/superstition-30059
http://www.saltmagazinenc.com/?page_id=10
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/edgerton.html
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/holman.html
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/holman.html
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/adams.html
http://anneclinardbarnhill.com/
http://teakettlejunction.com/
http://www.danasachs.com/
http://uncpress.unc.edu/browse/book_detail?title_id=1102
http://www.saltmagazinenc.com/
http://www.uncw.edu/writers/facstaff/furia.html
http://www.whqr.org/programs/great-american-songbook-philip-furia
http://www.philipgerard.com/index.html
http://www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard

