
Department of Creative Writing            

News & Accolades – September 2014: 
 

 

Wendy Brenner’s piece “Prayer for Gluten” appears in this month’s issue of The Sun 
Magazine. Also, her essay “Strange Beads” will appear in the Best American Essays 
2014, due out in October.  
 
Congratulations, Wendy! 

 

Philip Gerard is featured in an interview in the September 2014 issue of the AWP 
Writers Chronicle.  
 
Congratulations, Philip! 

 

Anna Lena Phillips has a poem, “To Do in The Next Year,” (and a short essay about 
making it) in the current issue of Redux. 
 
Congratulations, Anna Lena! 

 

Robert Anthony Siegel’s essay “Gourmets” is out in the fall issue of Tin House. His essay 
“Unreliable Tour Guide,” originally in Ploughshares, was named a Notable Essay in the 
Best American Essays 2014 anthology.  
 
In addition, The 2014 O. Henry Prize Anthology is now out and includes Robert’s story 
“The Right Imaginary Person”.  
 
Congratulations, Robert! 
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MFA student Jonathan Russell Clark has three new essays up on The Millions (with 
mentions on NPR.org, BBC.com, The Browser, and Bookforum's website!), a Joss 
Whedon biography review and a review of a novel by Michael Palin in Slant Magazine, 
and an essay about Philip Roth’s “Zuckerman Bound” in PANK Magazine.  
 
Congratulations, Jonathan! 

 

MFA student Ashley Palmer completed her (ongoing) PhD program at Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas and successfully defended her dissertation, "Romantic Partner Selection 
in a Religious Marriage Market."  Her concentrations were in the sociology of religion, 
marriage, and family, and she brought those areas together in her doctoral research, 
which was an extended qualitative study of dating patterns and relationship formation 
in a religious group.  
 
Congratulations, Dr. Palmer! 

 

MFA student Emily Wilson will have a piece published on Bustle. It is entitled “Does Your 
Foundation’s Privilege Need Unpacking? The Difference Between ‘Light’ and ‘Dark’ and 
Why it Matters” and explores the troubling differences cosmetic companies use in their 
marketing language when targeting white women and women of color.  
 
In addition, Emily’s poem, “Passport,” which was the runner-up in the Indiana Review’s 
2014 Poetry Prize, will be published by DIALOGIST.  
 
Congratulations, Emily! 

 

MFA alum Jeremy Hawkins (’11) has been awarded a fellowship to the Virginia Center 
for the Creative Arts, an artist colony, for the entire month of October.  
 
Congratulations, Jeremy! 
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MFA alum Sally Johnson (’14) has a poem, “even,” in Everyday Genius, and another 
poem in Voicemail Poems. In addition, her lyric essay, “Mama Never Told Me There’d Be 
Days Like These Because She Met My Father in Kindergarten and Carried Only His Name 
in Her Notebook All the Years Since” is up at the Bohemyth.  
 
Sally’s poem, “keeping,” will be published in an upcoming Spoon River Poetry Review, 
and her essay entitled, “Teach My Body How To Behave” was a finalist for Redivider’s 
Beacon Street Prize. Lastly, Sally has been featured in an interview with The Collagist. 
 
Congratulations, Sally!  
 

 

MFA alum Shawna Kenney (’07) has an essay, “All That Glitters,” upcoming on 
Narratively later this month. (Its earliest incarnations were workshopped in David 
Gessner's Nature & Place class in 2007.) 
 
Congratulations, Shawna! 

 

MFA alum Robert Dean Lurie (’05) has a three-part profile on the band Broken Bells up 
on Blurt Magazine’s website.  
 
Congratulations, Robert! 

 

MFA alum Jason Mott (’08) is featured on USA Today this month and discusses his book, 
The Wonder of All Things and his debut novel, The Returned.  
 
Congratulations, Jason! 
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MFA alum (’07) Rebecca Petruck’s novel, Steering Toward Normal, was given a starred 
review by The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books. It was also selected for the 
2014 ABC Best Books for Children Catalog.  
 
Rebecca was also the Prologue guest with Ben Steelman at WHQR on Monday, Sept. 8, 
and will give a book signing at the Mayfaire Barnes and Noble on Saturday, Sept. 13, at 
4:30 p.m. in Wilmington. 
 
Congratulations, Rebecca! 

 

MFA alum and Associate Professor of Journalism at Ashland University Matt Tullis (’05) 
has an article on Johnny Manziel and the Cleveland Browns up on SB Nation.  
 
Congratulations, Matt! 

 

MFA alum Joe Worthen (’14) is working on a 10-episode web series called The Girl From 
Carolina. The project was featured on Fox Carolina 21.  
 
Congratulations, Joe!  

 

The September issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative 
Writing folks. Regular columnists include: faculty members Lavonne Adams, Clyde 
Edgerton and Virginia Holman, and MFA alums Anne Barnhill (’01), Jason Frye (’05), 
Dana Sachs (’00), and Barbara Sullivan (’11).  
 
A link to the digital magazine is here: http://www.saltmagazinenc.com.  
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Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 
every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 
Commentaries at www.whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  

 

Philip Gerard is featured this month in Our State magazine with his next installment of 
the series “The Civil War: Life in North Carolina.” This rich and complex story will 
continue monthly through May 2015 and can be read at ourstate.com/civil-war. Listen 
to an interview about the series here. 
 
“The war magnified the best and the worst of the human spirit and bequeathed us a 
legacy that, a century and a half later, we still ponder.” 
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