
Department of Creative Writing                

News & Accolades – September 2016: 
 

 

Writers’ Week 2016 will be celebrated Monday, October 31st 
through Friday, November 4th. Join us for readings, craft 
workshops, writing and publishing talks and career panels. For more 
information, visit: 
 

uncw.edu/writersweek  

 

We’re very pleased to report that the Sound Issue of Ecotone is one of The Best 
American Essays’ Notable Special Issues of 2015! 
 
Congratulations to all of Ecotone’s contributors whose work is reprinted or commended 
in this year’s anthologies, and shout-outs to the authors whose work first appeared in 
Ecotone—read all the Best American love at ecotonelookout.org/its-best-american-
time.  

 

Lots of good news for Lookout author Clare Beams, whose debut story collection, We 
Show What We Have Learned, will be published by Lookout on October 25. Clare will 
join us here at UNCW to launch the book on the Monday of Writers' Week and to give 
two additional presentations: a fiction craft talk and a workshop on the importance of 
teaching creative writing in middle- and high-school English classes.  
 

We Show What We Have Learned was listed in Literary Hub’s Great Booksellers Fall 
2016 Preview, and it was named by The Masters Review one of seven books they're 
looking forward to this fall. In addition, O, the Oprah Magazine, named it one of “10 
Titles to Pick Up Now.” 

 

We congratulate Lookout author Matthew Neill Null, whose novel, Honey from the Lion, 
has been named a fiction finalist in the 2016 Massachusetts Book Awards from the 
Massachusetts Center for the Book! Read more at: 
 
massbook.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2016MassBookAwards.general 
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FRANK art gallery in Chapel Hill presented John 
Rosenthal's "Museum Studies" series and Clyde 
Edgerton's paintings—including renderings of his favorite 
Rosenthal photographs. “Paintings, Photographs, 
Friendship” was on display in September.  
 
Congratulations, Clyde! 

 

 

Malena Mörling has been honored as the recipient of two upcoming fellowships! 
 
This Fall she will reside and work in Marfa, Texas with The Lannan Foundation who has 
granted her a Lannan Foundation Residency Fellowship.  
 

During the spring 2017 semester she will live and work as a Dianna L. Bennett Fellow at 
The Black Mountain Institute at UNLV.” 
 
Congratulations, Malena! 

 

Congratulations to Anna Lena Phillips Bell for her recent publication news: 
 
 Her poem "Missive" was published in Mezzo Cammin's portfolio on Edna St. Vincent 

Millay.  
 Several poems from her forthcoming book, Ornament, have recently appeared: 

 “Piedmont," in the new issue of Think. 

 “Limax maximus,” on the mating habits of the great slug, in Michigan 
Quarterly Review.  

 "Unhomemaking," in the new issue of the Fourth River. 
 And her piece "Trillium" is reprinted in Canary. 

 

Robert Anthony Siegel's essay "Criminals," from The Paris Review, is listed as a Notable 
Essay in the 2016 edition of Best American Essays.  
 
Also, his essay on the artist Archie Rand is now up at The Los Angeles Review of Books: 
"A God Who Let Us Prove His Existence Would Be An Idol: Archie Rand, 'The 613,' and 
the Slippery, Vexing, Kafkaesque Problem of the Jewish Visual Imagination."  
 
Congratulations, Robert! 
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Congratulations to BFA students Lizzie Bankowski, Nikki Kroushl, and Sarah Scott for 
their publication in Runestone, a national online journal of undergraduate writing. (The 
“Leaving the Trees” issue was named after Sarah’s title work!) Read their pieces at 
runestonejournal.com/volume2.  

 

BFA student Christine Howard’s debut original comic book, 
The Skeptics, is forthcoming from Black Mask Studios on 
10/26, and was featured on io9. 
 

She also has an essay in Secret Loves of Geek Girls, an 
anthology that features Margaret Atwood and has been in 
Entertainment Weekly, Huffington Post, and Wall Street 
Journal.  
 

Congratulations, Tini!  
 

 

BFA student Meghan Larson was invited to read her poetry submission to the NHCL 
“Tell Us Your Story” reading event on September 17 for 27 Views of Wilmington, an 
anthology that features slices of Wilmington life written by several writers in the 
community (including many from the Department of Creative Writing). Meghan had 
two submissions (one poetry, one nonfiction) and both will be featured in the 
anthology. 
 
Congratulations, Meghan! 

 

BFA student Kristen Scarlett’s personal essay, “Strength and Identity,” was accepted for 
publication in r.kv.r.y. quarterly literary journal. It will appear in the new issue in 
January. 
 
Congratulations, Kristen! 
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MFA student Diana Clark’s flash fiction piece, "Sudoriferous," appears on Cease, Cows. 

Congratulations, Diana! 

 

MFA student Morgan Davis’s short story “One Hundred Lovers” placed in the Top 25 for 
Glimmer Train’s Short Story Award for New Writers. Thanks to Wendy Brenner for the 
assignment that inspired the piece, and to Nina de Gramont and her workshop for 
revision.  
 
Congratulations, Morgan! 

 

MFA student Megan Ellis’ essay "And What Does The Girl Want, More Than Anything In 
The World" is forthcoming in Issue 2 of |tap| lit mag. 
 
Congratulations, Megan! 

 

MFA student Martha Lundin’s piece “Outlaw” was a finalist in the Black Warrior Review 
nonfiction contest. 
 
Congratulations, Martha! 
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MFA student Isabelle Shepherd’s poem “Headline, Here” appears on Sundog Lit.  
Read it at sundoglit.com/shepherd. 
 
Also, her "The Art of Printmaking" was picked up by Bodega! 
 
Congratulations, Isabelle! 

 

Creative Writing alum Matt Sumell’s (English BA, ’99) short 
fiction has been published in the Paris Review, Esquire, Electric 
Literature, McSweeney’s, One Story and elsewhere. His first 
book, Making Nice, was published by Henry Holt in 2015. 
 
Congratulations, Matt! 

 

 

Congratulations to MFA alum Hannah Dela Cruz Abrams (’07), whose "Dog and Wolf: 
the Time Between" is listed as a Notable Essay in the 2016 edition of Best American 
Essays! 

 

MFA alum Michelle Billman (’11) manages the newsroom for Reno Public Radio, and 
recently earned some awards for 2015 stories. They received three awards from the 
Associated Press Radio and Television Association (APTRA), which represents 13 
Western states, along with a regional Edward R. Murrow award. Michelle earned two of 
the APTRA awards including best serious feature for her co-story Capturing Native 
Languages Before They're Lost and Anti-Campus Carry Protestors Rally At UNR. 
 
Congratulations, Michelle! 
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MFA alum Bill Carty (’07) has three recent poems at Electric Literature as well as a new 
poem in issue 27 of Conduit. 
 
Congratulations, Bill! 

 

MFA alum (’07) Danielle DeRise recently got an essay published in PopMatters, a 
magazine of cultural criticism. Read it at: 
popmatters.com/feature/nick-cave-predicts-the-end-of-western-civilization. 
 
Congratulations, Danielle! 

 

In September and October, Jason Frye (MFA ’05) added 
two guidebooks to his ongoing series for Moon with Moon 
Spotlight on Asheville and Moon Blue Ridge and Smoky 
Mountains. His story detailing a road trip along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway was featured in Southern Living’s October 
issue, and he had two stories appear in the Dallas Morning 
News, one about the North Carolina Barbecue Festival, 
another about Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
 
Congratulations, Jason! 

 

 

MFA alum (’15) Dina Greenberg’s flash fiction piece “Guinevere Tries a New Kind of In-
vitro” (written for the She Tells a Story Exhibition at the CAM) will be published in 
Tahoma Literary Review in December. The piece will also be aired as a podcast in 
January on No Extra Words. 
 
Congratulations, Dina! 
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MFA alum (’14) Christine Hennessey’s thesis Hive Body was a semi-finalist for the James 
Jones First Novel Fellowship.  
 
Congratulations, Chrissy! 

 

MFA alum Ryan Kaune (’16) is the new managing editor of Autumn House Press, a 
nonprofit publisher based in Pittsburgh.  
 
Congratulations, Ryan! 

 

Queenmobs gets in bed with MFA alum, poet Keith Kopka (’11). Read Keith’s piece at 
queenmobs.com/2016/09/in-bed-with-keith-kopka. 
 
Also, come hear him speak during Writers’ Week on Friday’s career panel! 
 
Keith is the Managing Director of the Creative Writing Program at Florida State 
University. 

 

Congratulations to MFA alum Corinne Manning (’10), whose "The Language of Kudzu" is 
listed as a Notable Essay in the 2016 edition of Best American Essays! 
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MFA alum Ali Nolan (’14) is Associate Editor at Runner's World magazine, for which she 
also appears in a new video series, Super-Secret Mystery Meeting. 
 
Congratulations, Ali! 

 

MFA alum Katie O’Reilly (’16) did a story “Beyond the Queer Victory Narrative: Inside 
the Gay Lit Invasion of North Carolina” for the Los Angeles Review of Books (LARB) 
about former MFA student (and Writers’ Week presenter!) Garrard Conley, as well as 
author Garth Greenwell, HB2, and the fallacy of the queer victory narrative. 
 
Congratulations, Katie! 

 

MFA alum Leah Poole Osowski (’14) has a poem “Hard as Apricots” in the latest issue of 
The Journal (volume 40.3, Summer 2016) and two poems, "Their Occurrence" and 
"Words Our Breaths Our Bears," in the latest Hotel Amerika (Volume 14, Spring 2016).  
 
Congratulations, Leah! 

 

MFA alum Katie Prince (’15) shares with us some good news! She: 
 
 had 3 poems published in the summer 2016 issue of The Boiler  
 has a poem ("o hell o hell that mild thing") in issue 50 of Fugue 
 was accepted an artist-in-residence spot during the spring of 2017 at Klaustrid (a 

monastery-turned-artist-residence in Fljótsdalsvegur, Iceland) 
 was a finalist in the Gigantic Sequins 5th Annual Flash Fiction and Poetry Contests, 

and they'll be publishing the poem ("a moon like this") in their next issue, vol 8.1  
 
Congratulations, Katie! 
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MFA alum (’16) Eli Sahm’s first poetry publication appears in Issue 10 of Your Impossible 
Voice. Read his poem “Sobriety Tomorrow” at yourimpossiblevoice.com/sobriety-
tomorrow.  
 
Congratulations, Eli! 

 

MFA alum Cathe Shubert (’16) had a short story “Following the Moss” and a poem 
“What Abigail Adams Did Not Write Back” accepted for publication in the Crab Orchard 
Review 2016 double issue, Volume 21, out in late-November. 
 
Congratulations, Cathe! 

 

MFA alum (’12) Jessica Thummel’s manuscript, The Margins, (short-listed last month) 
has now been named a finalist for the Dundee International Book Prize. 
 
Congratulations, Jessica! 

 

MFA alum Eric Tran (’13) has been nominated by Boiler Room Journal for the Best of the 
Net 2016. 
 
Congratulations, Eric! 
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MFA alum Carson Vaughan (’14) shares with us: “I've charged myself with the mission of 
conducting at least one longform interview in all of the Lower 48 states. Though I've 
talked to a lot of fascinating people, I'm not sure anyone captured my attention more 
than author/playwright John Biguenet in New Orleans, Louisiana. I'm pleased to share 
that Smithsonian Magazine today published a portion of that interview.” Read it at 
smithsonianmag.com/history/eleven-years-after-katrina-what-lessons-can-we-learn-
next-disaster-strikes-180960293. 
 
Congratulations, Carson! 

 

MFA alum Eric Vrooman (’00) has a short story ("Meredith's To-Don't List") that was 
shortlisted this year for Master's Review Anthology V and came in 2nd place for the 
American Fiction Prize. It will be appearing in American Fiction Anthology 16 (New 
Rivers Press). 
 
Congratulations, Eric! 

 

MFA alum Emily Paige Wilson (’16) has been nominated by Boiler Room Journal for the 
Best of the Net 2016. 
 
She also has three poems published on Sundog Lit—read them at sundoglit.com/wilson.  
 
Congratulations, Emily! 

 

The September 2016 issue of Our State magazine features work by Department of 
Creative Writing folk(s): 
 

 TRAVEL & CULTURE | “City Portrait: New Bern” by Jason Frye (MFA, ’05) 
 
See more at ourstate.com/issue/the-september-2016-issue.  
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The September issue of Wilmington’s Salt magazine features a wealth of Creative 
Writing folks. Regular columnists include faculty members Clyde Edgerton and Virginia 
Holman, and MFA alums Anne Barnhill (’01), Jason Frye (’05), Dana Sachs (’00), and 
Barbara Sullivan (’11), among others. 
  
Read it here: issuu.com/saltmagazinenc/docs/salt_septmeber_2016.  
A link to the digital archive of Salt is here: issuu.com/saltmagazinenc/docs.  

 

 

Phil Furia hosts the daily segment ‘The Great American Songbook’ on WHQR 1:30-
2:00pm, and during the Morning Edition on Fridays at 6:00am. 

 

 

Philip Gerard is a regular commentator on WHQR—listen to his broadcast segments 

every other Thursday at 7:35a, 8:50a, or 5:45p, or online in the WHQR Thursday 

Commentaries at whqr.org/people/philip-gerard.  
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