Belize Foundation for Research and Environmental Education (BFREE)
BFREE is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 membership organization registered in the United States in 1995. Founded by Jacob and Kelly Marlin, the primary goals of BFREE are to assist the government of Belize in the management and conservation of Belize's rainforests, to coordinate and facilitate scientific research in the Bladen Nature Reserve and other southern Belize protected areas, and to provide unparalleled environmental education to students. 

BFREE supports and manages a private research and educational facility, located on 1,153 acres of tropical rainforest nestled in the foothills of the Maya Mountains in southern Belize along the crystal clear Bladen River. Four protected areas adjoin the BFREE reserve, including Bladen Nature Reserve, Cockscomb Basin Jaguar Reserve, Deep River Forest Reserve, and Maya Mountain Forest Reserve.

The biological diversity around BFREE is incredible, consisting of jaguars, ocelots, tapirs, spider monkeys, howler monkeys, Morelet's crocodiles, more than 300 species of birds, countless insects, and more than 180 species of reptiles and amphibians. Ancient Maya archeological sites are found at BFREE, including ancient house mounds and a terraced hillside. The modern Maya of today still live in the region and often guide BFREE students and researchers into "the bush" to teach them about natural history and medicinal plants.

BFREE specializes in the accommodation of scientific researchers and student groups, and also welcome visitors interested in conservation, sustainable living, and the study and appreciation of tropical rainforests. The BFREE Internship Program offers rich, individualized experiences to persons looking to experience life in remote tropical settings and to participate in ongoing research projects. 

We offer accommodation, meals, and a range of learning and adventure activities throughout Belize. Please explore our website and contact us should you have any questions or wish to visit us.



