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BFREE is a biological research station located on 1153 acres of private reserve surrounded by over one million acres of protected tropical forest (a total of 17 government declared protected areas). BFREE hosts scientific researchers conducting studies on a wide range of topics and offers field courses to student groups ranging from 1 week to a full semester. We also offer internship positions. 

Our current facilities include:

· Communal dining room/kitchen. This round 40’ diameter, 30’ high thatch roof building is the center of BFREE life. Sitting on a slope overlooking the garden, this building is where meals are prepared and eaten, and socializing takes place. A long banquet style table and 4 hammocks dominate this space, which on occasions also becomes a meeting space, classroom, and sometimes a rocking dancehall. Sitting at the dining table on any given day, a visitor might hear BFREE staff converse in English, Ke’kchi and Mopan Mayan, Garifuna, and Creole!

· The Bunkhouse. This 40’ long, 12’ wide elevated building is situated under the hulking shadow of a massive 140-foot tall ceiba tree. The Bunkhouse has 6 bunk beds in three separate rooms (sleeps 12 in all) and hammock/gear space at the ground level. It is serviced by a rainwater collection system that feeds two sinks and two showers, and has an outhouse close by.

· The Campground. This rustic living space contains thatched roof palapas with raised wooden floors for dry tent camping without rain flies. It is basic but comfortable, and right next to the clear flowing Bladen River where bathing, laundry, and recreation take place.

· Organic garden and orchard. Cleared and planted out in 1996, this 2-acre garden contains about 1.5 acres of fruit trees, and an irrigated .5 acres for the production of annual food crops. In addition, there are small raised beds surrounding the kitchen containing a variety of fresh greens and herbs. Most of the trees planted in the garden have already begun to bear delicious fruits including different varieties of avocados, mangos, starfruit, many types of citrus, soursop, kenip, velvet apple, sapodilla, cashews, breadfruits, pineapples, golden plums, bananas, plantains, and more. There are about 50 varieties of fruit trees—over 150 trees in all. We also have planted a cacao orchard (cacao is the tree that chocolate comes from) of over 400 trees. 
· Multi purpose educational building. This round 35’ diameter, 30’ high thatched roof structure lies across the garden from the kitchen and contains work and computer space for visiting scientists and students, a library, and space for the BFREE homeschool.

· The Transporter. This architecturally unique, elevated thatched roof structure is our gateway to the outside world. A satellite dish on our communications tower beams in the World Wide Web at 100 MB/sec. A fixed cellular telephone is available in a booth under the Satellite Station to give you voice communication to the world.

· The library. BFREE has a steadily expanding collection of books and scientific literature with especially strong collections on tropical forest ecology, southern Belize natural history, and herpetology. All of the PhD dissertations, Masters theses, and independent study projects completed at BFREE and in the surrounding Bladen Nature Reserve are available to interested students and researchers. A very comprehensive collection of laminated herbarium specimens from BNR is found here, with over 500 specimens catalogued.
· Trail network. BFREE maintains an extensive network of trails into some truly spectacular rainforest and other tropical forest types. One of our trails is an interpretative medicinal trail that has a informative booklet giving the visitor a self-guided experience. 

· Full solar and water. Each of our buildings and facilities are solar powered by photovoltaic cells and many have electrical hook ups for regular appliances like computers and lab equipment. All of our water comes either from a shallow well or from the sky itself directly into our rain vats. Our wood is milled on site from salvage logs or selectively harvested trees that are replaced with hardwood saplings from our nursery. 

· Staff housing. BFREE employs a fulltime staff of about 12 people, most of which are local Belizeans. Many of these locals are Ke’kchi Mayan and live at BFREE during the week. We offer two separate buildings for our staff members, one by the river for the “guys” and the other close to the kitchen/dining room for the kitchen and administrative staff.

· Observation Tower. Located about half a mile from the main compound, BFREE is constructing a 112’ foot galvanized steel observation tower. The tower was located in the southeast of the United States and was owned by the US forest Service. BFREE staff made the trip up to dismantle it and shipped it down to Belize. For the past couple of years, we have been erecting it here at BFREE at a location where wildlife viewing is spectacular. It should be completed in 2006.

