Physics Department of Physics & Physical Oceanography

Policy for the Allocation of Travel Funds
The Physics Department has no formal set of guidelines by which travel funds are allocated.  Nonetheless, there are some unwritten criteria used in their allocation.  Travel funds are allocated to faculty for

1. the presentation of papers, poster sessions, etc. at professional meetings.

2. their development, i.e. for attendance at conferences which will enhance their research productivity or teaching skills.

3. accompanying students to professional meetings or special events which can impact the students’ physics education or ability to make career decisions.

In general, the Physics Department tries to fund, in full, any worthwhile travel request.  Needless to say, the policy has required that faculty members be considerate of their colleagues as well as reasonable in their requests.  Surprisingly, physics faculty have acted accordingly on both counts.  For example, faculty members have voluntarily not requested travel funds for themselves on behalf of another faculty member.  In addition, no faculty member has ever attempted to “hog” an unreasonable proportion of the travel funds.  As long as the physics faculty maintain this attitude, it is my opinion that more stringent guidelines are not needed for determining how much funding should be provided to individual faculty.

