Scientific Experiment Report Rubric

	PRIVATE
CRITERIA
	Elementary
	Developing
	Consolidating
	Proficient

	Aim
	I am unsure of the aim of the experiment, or express the aim in a confused way.
	I state the aim of the experiment, and show some understanding of basic scientific principles of experimentation, but may be confused about terminology.
	I clearly state the aim of the experiment, and use some terminology correctly, such as hypothesis, dependent variable, independent variable, or control.
	I clearly state the aim of the experiment, including the hypothesis for which the experiment sought evidence, any dependent and independent variables, and any controls.

	Method
	My description of materials, equipment and procedures shows that few aspects of scientific method were followed, or it is difficult for others to determine from my description to what extent scientific procedures were followed.
	My description of materials, equipment and procedures shows that some aspects of scientific method were followed.
	My description of materials, equipment and procedures shows that most aspects of scientific method were followed.
	My detailed description of materials, equipment and procedures shows that scientific method was followed.

	Results
	I have only recorded some of the data, or have recorded the data inaccurately.
	I have recorded data, but have not effectively organised it.
	I have recorded data, and organised it effectively, possibly with the aid of tables.
	I have recorded data, organised it effectively, possibly with the aid of tables, and have presented it in the form of graphs where appropriate.

	Discussion
	I have difficulty commenting on the meaning of the results, or my comment is confused.
	I make a brief comment about the meaning of the results.
	I make some comments which make the meaning of the results clear, but I do not refer directly to evidence.
	I make some comments, based on evidence, which either make the meaning of the results clear, or indicate more than one possible interpretation of the results.

	Conclusion
	I show some limited understanding of the concepts explored in the experiment, but have difficulty drawing conclusions.
	I show some understanding of the concepts explored in the experiment, and am able to identify some things learned from the experiment.
	I show understanding of the findings of the experiment, and identify implications, or propose a new hypothesis to extend knowledge and understanding.
	I show insight into the implications of the findings of the experiment, identify limitations of the experiment, and/or propose a new hypothesis to extend knowledge and understanding.

	Language Features
	I use few language features appropriate for a science experiment report.
	I use several language features appropriate for a science experiment report.
	I use most of the language features appropriate for a science experiment report.
	I include a title, and appropriate sub-headings. My words are precise and non-personal. My language is relatively formal, consisting mostly of sentences in the past tense. I often use tables and graphs to present findings.

	Sentence Structure & Cohesion
	I attempt mostly simple sentences, but many of them are incomplete or awkwardly written, which makes it very hard for people to understand what I have written.
	I use mostly simple sentences. When I use complex sentences, I often overuse the same conjunctions, such as 'and' and 'then'. Some of my sentences are incomplete or awkwardly written, which may confuse the reader, or distract their attention from what I have to say.
	I use mostly well-constructed, simple and complex sentences. I use a variety of conjunctions, such as 'and', 'because', 'so', 'if', 'when' and 'after'. I organise paragraphs logically.
	I use an effective mixture of well-constructed, simple and complex sentences using a wide variety of conjunctions and other structural words.

	Punctuation
	I attempt to use some punctuation, but usually use it incorrectly. I sometimes over-generalise the use of punctuation.
	I attempt to use some punctuation, sometimes using full stops, capital letters to start sentences and for names, and apostrophes for contractions. I sometimes attempt to use question and exclamation marks.
	I punctuate most simple sentences correctly, using capital letters, full stops, question and exclamation marks and apostrophes. I sometimes use commas.
	Where appropriate, I correctly use capital letters, full stops, question and exclamation marks, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes, brackets, dashes and paragraphs.

	Spelling
	I have many errors in my spelling. I often spell words in simplified versions of how they sound.
	I spell most simple words and familiar words correctly. I have many errors in more complex words and words from less familiar contexts.
	I spell most words correctly. I recognise and correct misspelling of most unfamiliar words when proof reading.
	I proof read carefully and use correct spelling.

	Presentation
	My report is poorly organised, inappropriately laid out, and/or is messy and very difficult to read.
	My report is a bit disorganised, and is a bit untidy and difficult to read.
	My report is quite well organised, and is neatly presented and easy to read.
	My report is well organised in the appropriate layout, and is neat, attractive and easy to read.


http://www.andrewseaton.com.au/rubrics.htm 09/08/2008

